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"The world is small now, and we're not just competing with
students in our county or across the state. We are competing
with the world," said Robert Kosicki, who graduated from a
Georgia high school this year after transferring from
Connecticut and having to repeat classes because the
curriculum was so different. "This is a move away from the
time when a student can be punished for the location of his

home or the depth of his father's pockets."
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Excerpt from Fox News, Associated Press. (June 2, 2010) States join to establish 'Common Core' standards for high school graduation.



Common Core State Standards

Define the
knowledge and
skills students need
for college and
career

Developed
voluntarily and
cooperatively by
states; more than
40 states have
adopted

Provide clear,
consistent
standards in
English language
arts/literacy and
mathematics

New Hampshire

B Adopted

Adopted English
== Language Arts Standards

Not Yet Adopted

As of November 4, 2011

Source: www.corestandards.org
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The Facts about the CCSS

® Standards are not curriculum nor do they
tell teachers how to teach

® The Common Core was a state-led effort.
The standards were not developed by the
federal government

® Teachers and content experts from across
the country were involved in the writing
and review of the standards
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Next Generation Assessments

The U.S. Department of Education has funded two

consortia of states with development grants for new
assessments aligned to the Common Core State Standards

® Rigorous assessment of progress toward “college and
career readiness”

® Common cut scores across all Consortium states
® Provide both achievement and growth information

® Valid, reliable, and fair for all students, except those with
“significant cognitive disabilities”

® Administer online
® Use multiple measures
® Operational in 2014-15 school year
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Source: Federal Register/ Vol. 75, No. 68 / Friday, April 9, 2010 pp. 18171-85



A National Consortium of States

26 member
states and
territories .
representing 39% di B
of K-12 students o

23 Governing

States, 2 Advisory®™
States, 1 Affiliate = | |
Member |

Washington state &

iS fisca I age nt - - Governing State
- Advisory State

B Affiliate Member

Membership status as of
August 6, 2013

WestEd provides
project
management

services Smarter
Balanced
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Facts Versus Myths

FACT: All policy decisions about the structure and
content of the assessment are made by member
states based on input from stakeholders.

FACT: Smarter Balanced aims for complete
transparency.

FACT: Smarter Balance will adhere to all federal
and state privacy laws.

FACT: Smarter Balanced is developing an
assessment system that will provide educators
with tools to improve teaching and learning.
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A Balanced Assessment System

How do we get

from here...

Common
Core State
Standards

specify
K-12

expectations
for college
and career
readiness

Summative
assessments
Benchmarked to
college and career
readiness

Teachers and
schools have
information and
tools they need
to improve
teaching and

learning

Teacher resources for

Interim assessments

formative _
assessment Flexible, open, used
practices for actionable

to improve instruction feedback

...to here?

All students
leave
high school

college
and career
ready
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A Balanced Assessment System

ELA/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-8 and High School

School Year Last 12 weeks of the year*
]

DIGITAL LIBRARY of formative tools, processes and exemplars; released items and tasks; model

curriculum units; educator training; professional development tools and resources; scorer training modules;
and teacher collaboration tools.

_____ f Summative Assessment for \

P T N P N e
[ Optional Interim \I [[ Optional Interim Accountability
L _Assessment ! L__Assessment (" performance N { Computer )

1 Computer Adaptive 1 Computer Adaptive Tasks Adaptive

I Assessment and -> : Assessment and Assessment
1 Performance Tasks | 1 Performance Tasks | « ELAlliteracy + ELA/literacy
Ve ——— - Vemmm————— - * Mathematics + Mathematics

Scope, sequence, number and timing of interim assessments \k_J _J/

locally determined

Re-take option available
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Consortium Work Groups

Formative Assessment Practices/Transition to
Common Core State Standards

Work group engagement of 100 «

state-level staff:

28 Item Development/Performance Tasks
Each work group:

» Led by co-chairs from governing states « 3 Technology Approach/Reporting

» 8 or more members from advisory or
governing states and 3-4 higher education < Test Administration/Student Access
representatives ,

+ 1-2 liaisons from the Executive Committee BSM \/alidation and Psychometrics/Test Design
* 1 WestEd partner

Work group responsibilities:

+ Define scope and time line for work in its
area

» Develop a work plan and resource
requirements

« Determine and monitor the allocated budget

* Oversee Consortium work in its area,

including identification and direction of
vendors Smarter

Balanced
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Evidence-Centered Design

Modern Approach to Designing ltems and Tasks
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Evidence-Centered Design

Modern Approach to Designing ltems and Tasks

—

Keys to Evidence-
Centered Design
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Traditional Approach to Item Development

1.2.1  Apply reference skills to determine word meanings.

1.2.2 Apply vocabulary strategies in grade level text.

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary.

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary.

1.4.1 Know common sight words appropriate to grade-level.

1.4.2  Apply fluency to enhance comprehension.

1.4.3  Apply different reading rates to match text.

2.1.1 Understand how to use questioning when reading.

2.1.2 Understand how to create mental imagery.

2.1.3 Understand and determine important or main ideas and important details in text.

2.1.4  Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading:
use prior knowledge/schema.

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading:
predict and infer.

2.1.6  Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading:
monitor for meaning, create mental images.

2.1.7 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading:

summarize informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. Smarter
Balanced
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Traditional Approach to Item Development
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Computer Adaptive

Summative Assessment

Performance Tasks

Assesses the full range of
Common Core in English
language arts and mathematics
for students in grades 3-8 and
11 (interim assessments can be
used in grades 9 and 10)

Measures current student
achievement and growth
across time, showing progress
toward college and career
readiness

Includes a variety of response
types

/

\_ scoring rubrics

Extended tasks demonstrate
real-world writing and
analytical skills

May include online research
and group discussions

Require 1-2 class periods to
complete

Included in both interim and
summative assessments

Applicable in all grades being
assessed

Evaluated by using consistent

J
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Using Computer Adaptive Technology
for Summative and Interim Assessments

<
* Provides accurate measurements of student growth over

time

Increased precision

J

N\

Tailored for Each
Student

« Item difficulty based on student responses

 Larger item banks mean that not all students receive the

Increased Security same questions

SHCLETHES R REReIaB - Fewer questions compared to fixed form tests

Faster Results » Turnaround time is significantly reduced

+ GMAT, GRE, COMPASS (ACT), Measures of Academic

Mature Technology Progress (MAP)

Smarter
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Response Types

Smarter Balanced Response Types

MC with one correct response

MC with multiple correct responses

Selected
Response

Two Part multiple-choice
Matching Tables
Yes/No or True/False Tables
Fill-in Tables

Select or order text or graphics

Complex drag and drop
Graphing
Equation or numeric response
Short Text
Long Essay

Constructed
Response

Smarter
Balanced
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Claims for the Mathematics
Summative Assessment

“Students can demonstrate progress toward college and
career readiness in mathematics.”

N\

Overall Claim for Grades 3-8

J

~
Overall Claim for Grade 11 Students can demonstrate college and career readiness in

mathematics.”
J

“Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts
and interpret and carry out mathematical procedures with

precision and fluency.” )

“Students can solve a range of complex well-posed problems in
pure and applied mathematics, making productive use of
knowledge and problem solving strategies.”

y,
“Students can clearly and precisely construct viable A
arguments to support their own reasoning and to critique
the reasoning of others.” y

“Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and A
can construct and use mathematical models to interpret
and solve problems.”

Smarter
Balanced
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Claims for the ELA/Literacy
Summative Assessment

Overall Claim for Grades 3-8 “Students can demonstrate progress toward college and
career readiness in English Language arts and literacy.”

N

J

<
“Students can demonstrate college and career readiness in

Overall Claim for Grade 11 English language arts and literacy.”

J

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend A
a range of increasingly complex literary and informational
texts.”

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing

for a range of purposes and audiences.”
v,

~
“Students can employ effective listening skills for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

y,

“Students can engage in research and inquiry to A
investigate topics, and to analyze, integrate, and present

information.” y
Smarter

Balanced
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Interim Assessments

Computer Adaptive and Performance Tasks

® Optional comprehensive and content-cluster assessment
to help identify specific needs of each student

® Can be administered throughout the year

® Provides clear examples of expected performance on
Common Core standards

® Includes a variety of response types

¢ Aligned to and reported on the same scale as the
summative assessments

® Fully accessible for instruction and professional
development

Smarter
Balanced
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Smarter Balanced Digital Library

What is the purpose of the Digital Library?

The Digital Library will expand and support
teacher knowledge of the formative
Process.

Assessment Consortium



Resources in the Digital Library

Assessment
Literacy Modules

Exemplar
Instructional Modules

Education Resources

+ Commissioned professional development modules
* Resources for students and families

* Frame formative assessment within a balanced assessment system
* Articulate the formative assessment process
+ Highlight formative assessment practices and tools

* Commissioned professional development modules
* Instructional materials for educators
* Instructional materials for students

* Demonstrate/support effective implementation of the formative process
* Focus on key content and practice from the Common Core State
Standards for Mathematics and English Language Arts

» High-quality vetted instructional resources and tools for educators
» High-quality vetted resources and tools for students and families

» Reflect and support the formative process
» Reflect and support the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics

and English Language Arts
» Create Professional Learning Communities

E Balanced

ssessment Consortium



Resources in the Digital Library
‘ ~ N

« Not an assessment bank
« Not an item bank

* Not a Ileamning management
system where educators can
register for training or receive
credit by completing specific
E?(emplar online courses

Instructional Modules Not a library for general public
(will require registration and
login)

Not a site where any resource
_ can automatically be posted; all
Education Resources resources must be vetted

through the Quality Criteria

Smarter
Balanced
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Formative Assessment Process Defined

O > Formative assessment is a deliberate

&

process used by teachers and students

during instruction that provides
actionable feedback that is used to
adjust ongoing teaching and learning
strategies to improve students’ self-
assessment, reflection and attainment

of curricular learning targets/goals.

Assessment Consortium



Key Features of

Formative Assessment

This is a process, not a “thing”
It is used by both teachers and students

Formative-assessment practices occur during
instruction (literally)

It provides Immediate assessment-based feedback
to teachers and students

The function of this feedback is to help teachers and
students make immediate adjustments that will
Improve students’ achievement of the intended

learning. Srsrter
A Balanced



Four Attributes

The formative assessment process attributes are:

Smarter
Balanced
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Field Test and Operational
The Facts




The Facts

Field Test vs. Live Summative Test

| Field Test 2014 Live Test 2015

Computer Adaptive

Administered

Content Areas

Grades Assessed

Where Administered

Administration Training

Coordinator Manual and
Administrator Manual

No*
March 18 — June 6*

Mathematics and
English Language Arts

Grades 3-8 & 11
Grades 9 & 10

Computer Only

Yes — 10 web-based
modules

Yes

Yes
Last 12 weeks

Mathematics and
English Language Arts

Grades 3-8 & 11

Computer
Paper-Pencil Option*

Yes

Yes

a2 Balanced

ssessment Consortium



Summative Assessments
APPROXIMATE Testing Times

Computer Required -
Content Area Grades ‘ a In (EIE.‘SS Total
PT Only Total Activity
. 3-5 1:30 2:00 3:30 0:30 4:00
English
language 6-8 1:30 2:00 3:30 0:30 4:00
arts/Literacy |14 2:00 2:00 4:00 0:30 4:30
3-5 1:30 1:00 2:30 0:30 3:00
Mathematics 6-8 2:00 1:00 3:00 0:30 3:30
11 2:00 1:30 3:30 0:30 4:00
3-5 3:00 3:00 6:00 1:00 7:00
Combined 6-8 3:30 3:00 6:30 1:00 7:30
11 4:00 3:30 7:30 1:00 8:30

The test duration estimates described above are applicable to most

students. However, Smarter Balanced assessments are not timed tests. 4 ,Smarter
Some students may need more time while others may made need less ABi"?cm?cm'
time to complete the assessment.
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Purpose of the Practice Tests

Online Practice Tests in Grades 3-8 and 11 in
English language arts/literacy and mathematics:

® Provide an opportunity for teachers, students,
parents, and other stakeholders to experience
the features of online testing.

® Gain insight into how Smarter Balanced will
assess students’ mastery of the Common Core.

Assessment Consortium



Important Limitations

The Practice Tests provide a preview of the
Smarter Balanced assessments, but they do
not encompass the full range of content that
students will encounter on the spring 2014
Field Test or on the operational assessments,
and should not be used to guide instructional
decisions.

Smarter
A Balanced



Smarter Balanced
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Usability, Accessibility, and

Accommodations Guidelines

® Outlines three categories of resources to ensure
that the assessments meet the needs of all
students including those with visual, auditory,
linguistic, or physical needs.

® Distinguishes between embedded tools included in
the testing platform and non-embedded tools.

® Accommodations will be available to students with
a documented need noted in an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan. These tools
iInclude Braille and closed captioning, among

others.

Smarter
A Balanced
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Universal Accessibility Tools: Available to ALL students

/mbedded \

Breaks
* Calculator

* Mark for Review

Desianated Supports: Available to ANY student with

(Glossary)*

. Digital Notepad Emgggtrﬂeci N~ a need determined by
» English Dictionary . Weeting educators

* English Glossary + Text-to-Speech -NOT

* Expanded Passages ELA Passages

. G_|Ob§| Notes *Translated Test

+ Highlighter - Directions-Math

* Keyboard Navigation  *Translations-Math DOCU mented

Available to students with an

* Math Tools « *Translations-Math Accommodations: !EP or504Plan
» Spell-Check (Stacked)*
» Strikethrough + Turn off any universal Embedded** Non-Embedded
« Writing Tools accessibility tool - American Sign * Abacus _
« Zoom L + Alternate Response Options
Non-Embedded anguage . Calculator
* Braille

Non-Embedded

* Breaks

» English Dictionary
» Scratch Paper

e Thesaurus

/

» *Bilingual Dictionary

* Color Contrast

» Color Overlay

* Magnification

* Read Aloud- NOT
ELA Passages

» Separate Setting

* Translation-Math
(Glossary)

» Closed Captioning
» Text-to-Speech (ELA)

Multiplication Table
# Print on Demand

# Scribe
Speech-to-Text

** Enter in TIDE

*EL-ONLY

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations

Paper-based format including braille booklets-NOT available for 2014 field test

# Read Aloud- ELA passages



BREAKS:
The number of items per session can be flexibly defined based on the student’s need. Breaks of more than 20 minutes will Prevent the student from returning to items already attempted by the student. There is no limit on the number of breaks that a
student might be given. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

CALCULATOR:
An embedded on-screen digital calculator can be accessed for calculator-allowed items when students click on the calculator button. This tool is available only with the specific items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicated that it would be appropriate. When the embedded calculator, as presented for all students, is not appropriate for a student (for example, for a student who is blind), the student may use the calculator offered with assistive technology devices (such as a talking calculator or a braille calculator).

Digital Notepad:
This tool is used for making notes about an item. The digital notepad is item-specific and is available through the end of the test segment. Notes are not saved when the student moves on to the next segment or after a break of more than 20 minutes.

English Dictionary:
An English dictionary may be available for the full write portion of an ELA performance task, pending contractual discussions. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

The digital notepad is available on all items across both content areas. As long as a student or test administrator activates the test within the 20-minute break window, the notes will still be there. There is no limit on the number of pauses that a student can take in one test sitting.

English glossary:
Grade- and context-appropriate definitions of specific construct-irrelevant terms are shown in English on the screen via a pop-up window. The student can access the embedded glossary by clicking on any of the pre-selected terms. The use of this accommodation may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

Selected terms have a light rectangle around them. If a student hovers over the terms, the terms with the attached glossary are highlighted. A student can click on the terms and a pop-up window will appear.

Expandable passages:
Each passage or stimulus can be expanded so that it takes up a larger portion of the screen.

Highlighter:
A digital tool for marking desired text, item questions, item answers, or parts of these with a color. Highlighted text remains available throughout each test segment.

If a student is working on a passage or stimulus on a screen and pauses the test for 20 minutes to take a break, the student will still have access to the information visible on that particular screen. However, students do lose access to any information highlighted on a previous screen.

Keyboard navigation:
Navigation throughout text can be accomplished by using a keyboard.

Mark for review:
Allows students to flag items for future review during the assessment. Markings are not saved when the student moves on to the next segment or after a break of more than 20 minutes.

If a student takes a break for longer than 20 minutes, the student will not be able to access items from previous screens.

Math tools:
These digital tools (i.e., embedded ruler, embedded protractor) are used for measurements related to math items. They are available only with the specific items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicate that one or more of these
tools would be appropriate.

Spell check (for ELA items):
Writing tool for checking the spelling of words in student-generated responses. Spell check only gives an indication that a word is misspelled; it does not provide the correct spelling. This tool is available only with the specific items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicated that it would be appropriate. Spell check is bundled with other embedded writing tools for all performance task full writes (planning, drafting, revising, and editing). A full write is the second part of a performance task.

Strikethrough:
Allows users to cross out answer options. If an answer option is an image, a strikethrough line will not appear, but the image will be grayed out.

Writing tools:
Selected writing tools (i.e., bold, italic, bullets, undo/redo) are available for all student generated responses. (Also see spell check.)

Zoom:
A tool for making text or other graphics in a window or frame appear larger on the screen. The default font size for all tests is 14 pt. The student can make text and graphics larger by clicking the Zoom In button. The student can click the Zoom Out button to return to the default or smaller print size. When using the zoom feature, the student only changes the size of text and graphics on the current screen. To increase the default print size of the entire test (from 1.5X to 3.0X default size), the print size must be set for the student in the Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE, or state’s comparable platform), or set by the test administrator prior to the start of the test. This is the only feature that test administrators can set. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

The default size is available to all students and is not specific to certain devices. Information on how to use the zoom universal tool is included in the directions at the beginning of each test.

Breaks:
Breaks may be given at predetermined intervals or after completion of sections of the assessment for students taking a paper-based test. Sometimes students are allowed to take breaks when individually needed to reduce cognitive fatigue when they experience heavy assessment demands. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.


English Dictionary:
An English dictionary can be provided for the full write portion of an ELA performance task. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

Scratch paper:
Scratch paper to make notes, write computations, or record responses may be made available. All scratch paper must be collected and securely destroyed at the end of each assessment session to maintain test security. Only plain paper or lined paper is appropriate for ELA. Graph paper is required beginning in sixth grade and can be used on all math assessments. A student can use an assistive technology device for scratch paper as long as the device is certified.

Thesaurus:
A thesaurus contains synonyms of terms while a student interacts with text included in the assessment. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

Color contrast:
Enable students to adjust screen background or font color, based on student needs or preferences. This may include reversing the colors for the entire interface or choosing the color of font and background.

Masking:
Masking involves blocking off content that is not of immediate need or that may be distracting to the student. Students are able to focus their attention on a specific part of a test item by masking.


Text-to-speech:
Text is read aloud to the student via embedded text-to-speech technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice via a volume control. (for math items and ELA items, not for reading passages)

Text-to-speech is currently available only in English.

Translated test directions:
Translation of test directions is a language support available prior to beginning the actual test items. Students can see test directions in another language. (for math items)
The reader or text-to-speech device must be
able to provide the directions in the student’s language without difficulty due to accent or register. To
ensure quality and standardized directions, the reader or text-to-speech device should only use
directions that have undergone professional translation by the Consortium prior to testing.

Translations (glossaries):
Translated glossaries are a language support. The translated glossaries are provided for selected construct-irrelevant terms for math. Translations for these terms appear on the computer screen when students click on them. (for math items)

Primary language pop-up glossaries in various languages and dialects including Spanish,Vietnamese, Arabic, Tagalog, Ilokano, Cantonese, Mandarin, Korean, Punjabi, Russian, and Ukrainian.

Translations (stacked):
Stacked translations are a language support. Stacked translations are available for some students; stacked translations provide the full translation of each test item above the original item in English. (for math items) Spanish ONLY

Turn off any universal tools:
Disabling any universal tools that might be distracting or that students do not need to use, or are unable to use.

Bilingual dictionary:
A bilingual/dual language word-to-word dictionary is a language support. A bilingual/dual language word-to-word dictionary can be provided for the full write portion of an ELA performance task. A full write is the second part of a performance task. (for ELA-performance task full writes)


Color contrast:
Test content of online items may be printed with different colors.

Color overlays:
Color transparencies are placed over a paper-based assessment.

Magnification:
The size of specific areas of the screen (e.g., text, formulas, tables, graphics, and navigation buttons) may be adjusted by the student with an assistive technology device. Magnification allows increasing the size to a level not provided for by the Zoom universal tool.

Read aloud:
Text is read aloud to the student by a trained and qualified human reader who follows the administration  guidelines provided in the Smarter Balanced Test Administration Manual. All or portions of the content may be read aloud. (for math items and ELA items, not for reading passages)


Separate setting:
Test location is altered so that the student is tested in a setting different from that made available for most students.

Translations-(glossaries):
Translated glossaries are a language support. Translated glossaries are provided for selected construct-irrelevant terms for math. Glossary terms are listed by item and include the English term and its translated equivalent.

The translations glossary non-embedded designated support includes the customized translation of
pre-determined construct-irrelevant terms that are most challenging to English language learners.
The translation of the terms is context-specific and grade-appropriate. Bilingual dictionaries often do
not provide context-specific information nor are they customized.

American Sign Language (ASL):
Test content is translated into ASL video. ASL human signer and the signed test content are viewed on the same screen. Students may view portions of the ASL video as often as needed. (for ELA Listening items and math items)

For the Listening portion of the English Language Arts assessment and Mathematics, Smarter Balanced will provide full translations in American Sign Language delivered digitally through the test delivery system.

Braille:
A raised-dot code that individuals read with the fingertips. Graphic material (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, and illustrations) is presented in a raised format (paper or thermoform). Contracted and non-contracted braille is available; Nemeth code is available for math.

Closed captioning:
Printed text that appears on the computer screen as audio materials are presented. (for ELA listening items)

Text-to-speech:
Text is read aloud to the student via embedded text-to-speech technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice via a volume control. (for ELA reading passages)

Abacus:
This tool may be used in place of scratch paper for students who typically use an abacus.

Alternate response options:
Alternate response options include but are not limited to adapted keyboards, large keyboards, StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouse, touch screen, head wand, and switches.


Calculator:
A non-embedded calculator for students needing a special calculator, such as a braille calculator or a talking calculator,currently unavailable within the assessment platform.(for calculator allowed items only)

Multiplication Table:
A paper-based single digit (1-9) multiplication table will be available from Smarter Balanced for reference.(grade 4 and above math items)

Print on demand:
Paper copies of either passages/stimuli and/or items are printed for students. For those students needing a paper copy of a passage or stimulus, permission for the students to request printing must first be set in TIDE, or state’s comparable platform. For those students needing a paper copy of one or more items, the Smarter Balanced Help Desk must be contacted by the district test coordinator to have the accommodation set for the student.

Read aloud:
Text is read aloud to the student by a trained and qualified human reader who follows the administration guidelines provided in the Smarter Balanced Test Administration Manual. All or portions of the content may be read aloud.(for ELA passages, grades 6-8 and 11;blind students in grades 3-8 and 11 who do not yet have adequate braille skills)

Scribe: (See Designated Supports for math and non-writing ELA)
Students dictate their responses to a human who records verbatim what they dictate. The scribe must be trained and
qualified, and must follow the administration guidelines provided in the Smarter Balanced Test Administration Manual.

Speech-to-text:
Voice recognition allows students to use their voices as input devices to the computer, to dictate responses or give commands (e.g., opening application programs, pulling down menus, and saving work). Voice recognition software generally can recognize speech up to 160 words per minute. Students may use their own assistive technology devices.

Global notes:
Global notes is a notepad that is available for ELA performance tasks in which students complete a full write. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The student clicks on the notepad icon for the notepad to appear. During the ELA performance tasks, the notes are retained from segment to segment so that the student may go back to the notes even though the student is not able to go back to specific items in the previous segment.

Global notes, which are used for ELA performance tasks only, will always be available until the student submits the test, regardless of how long a break lasts or how many breaks are taken.
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Awailable nearly two years before the assessment system is implemented in the 2014-15 school year, the
Smarter Balanced Practice Tests allow teachers, students, parents, and other interested parties to experience
the features of online testing and gain insight into how Smarter Balanced will assess students’ mastery of the
Comman Core.
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Students By the 2014 - 2015 school year, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium will develop a system of
Adult Education assessments for English language arts/literacy and mathematics for Grades 3-8 and 11 aligned to Common
School & District Core State Standards. The assessment system will include

« A computer adaptive summative assessment administered during the last 12 weeks of the school year.
This assessment can be used to describe student achievement and growth of student learning as part
of program evaluation and school, district, and state accountability systems.

+ Optional computer adaptive interim assessments administered at locally determined intervals. These
assessments provide information about student progress throughout the year.

+« Formative tools and resources that help teachers differentiate instruction and meet the unique needs
of each student.

+ An online tailored reporting system that provides access information about student progress toward
college and career readiness.

To learn more, download a one-page overview of the Consortium, Additional resources and fregquently asked

N SRR guestions are available on the Smarter Balanced Web site, which showcases the progress toward the
development of the balanced assessment system.

SEED Connecticut, as a governing state in Smarter Balanced, is taking an active role in the consortium through

e representation on several workgroups. '
SUCCESS PLAN

CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES

View recent communication from the Connecticut State Department of Education regarding preparation for
the Smarter Balanced implementation in 2014 - 2015,
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