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SUBJECT: Operational Memorandum #24-15  

CN Labels Copied with a Watermark Acceptable Documentation 

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify that a Child Nutrition (CN) Label copied with a 

marking referred to as a “watermark” is acceptable documentation for an Administrative Review 

(AR).  A CN Label with a watermark is used when the CN logo and contribution statement are 

used on product information other than the actual product carton and is presented as a separate 

document.  Manufacturers may provide schools with a CN Label with a watermark during the 

bidding process.  (Original CN Labels on product cartons will not have a watermark.)  

 

Schools should be aware that product information on the CN Label with a watermark can be 

changed.  Therefore, schools are encouraged to verify that the CN Label with a watermark came 

from a product that was purchased by the school and accurately reflects that product.  This helps 

to maintain the integrity of the CN Labeling Program by ensuring that the CN Label came from 

the actual product that was purchased by the school.  During an AR, program operators may 

document CN Labeled products as outlined below:  

 

Documenting CN Labeled Product Requirements  

The CN Label is the gold standard for verifying the crediting of menu items and provides a 

warranty against audit claims when the product is used according to the manufacturer’s 

instructions.  Acceptable and valid documentation for the CN Label includes:  

 the original CN Label from the product carton; or  

 a photocopy of the CN Label shown attached to the original product carton; or  

 a photograph of the CN Label shown attached to the original product carton.  

 

(CN Labels that are photocopied or photographed must be visible and legible.)    

 

Documenting Watermarked CN Label Requirements  

If the original CN Label from the product carton, or the valid photograph or photocopy of the 

original CN Label is not available, program operators may provide the Bill of Lading (invoice) 

containing the product name and:  

 a hard copy of the CN Label copied with a watermark displaying the product name and 

CN number provided by the vendor; or  

 an electronic copy of the CN Label with a watermark displaying the product name and 

CN number provided by the vendor.  
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Product Formulation Statement  

When a valid CN Label or watermarked CN Label with Bill of Lading is provided, state 

reviewers must not request additional crediting information such as a manufacturer’s Product 

Formulation Statement (PFS).  The PFS should only be requested when reviewing a processed 

product without a CN Label.  

 

CN Label Verification System  

The FNS is currently working with the Agricultural Marketing Service to develop a CN Label 

verification system.  This system will assist state reviewers during the AR, to verify the status of 

a CN Label as well as the crediting information.  The expected completion date for this 

verification system is fall 2015.  Once the CN Label verification system is fully operational, 

State reviewers are encouraged to use this system to verify crediting information and the validity 

of the CN number on a watermarked CN Label. 

 

Questions may be directed to: 

 

COUNTY ASSIGNMENTS CONSULTANT E-MAIL AND PHONE 

Fairfield County Fionnuala Brown 
fionnuala.brown@ct.gov 

860-807-2129 

Hartford County (towns/cities 

beginning with A-R) 
Teri Dandeneau 

teri.dandeneau@ct.gov 

860-807-2079 

Hartford County (towns/cities 

beginning with S-W) 

Windham County 

Susan Alston 
susan.alston@ct.gov 

860-807-2081 

Litchfield County Allison Calhoun-White 
allison.calhoun-white@ct.gov 

860-807-2008 

Middlesex County 

Tolland County 
Andy Paul 

andrew.paul@ct.gov 

860-807-2048 

New Haven County  Jackie Schipke 
jackie.schipke@ct.gov 

860-807-2123 

New London County Monica Pacheco 
monica.pacheco@ct.gov 

860-807-2073 
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