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Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)

Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education

Data on Participation in

Healthy Food Certification (HFC) 
for School Year 2019-20
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Districts that implement HFC under 
Section 10-215f of the Connecticut 
General Statutes must follow the 
Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) 
for all foods sold to students separately 
from reimbursable school meals
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 180 school districts/schools

 93.3 percent of eligible districts/schools  

 11 districts are either new (6) or returning (5)

 98 percent recertification rate 

HFC Participation for School Year 2019-20
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 Highest HFC participation since HFC began

 3.2 percent increase from school year 2018-19

 84 percent increase from first year (2006-07)

HFC Participation for School Year 2019-20



Connecticut State Department of Education  October 2019 5

Number of eligible versus participating 
districts for HFC (2017-18 to 2019-20)
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Percent change in eligible versus participating 
HFC districts (2018-19 to 2019-20)
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Change in HFC participation 
from 2017-18 to 2019-20
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HFC participation to date 
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Percent change in HFC participation to date 
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HFC Districts for School Year 2019-20 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/Data/HFCschools.pdf
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Map of HFC Districts for School Year 2019-20 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/Data/HFCmap.pdf
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Healthy Food Certification

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Healthy-Food-Certification

CSDE Webpage
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Connecticut Nutrition Standards

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Connecticut-Nutrition-Standards

CSDE Webpage
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Beverage Requirements

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Beverage-Requirements

CSDE Webpage
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List of Acceptable Foods and Beverages

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/List-of-Acceptable-Foods-and-Beverages

CSDE Webpage
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Competitive Foods in Schools

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Competitive-Foods

CSDE Webpage
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HFC Contact Information

Susan Fiore
Nutrition Education Coordinator

susan.fiore@ct.gov
860-807-2075
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CSDE School Nutrition Programs Staff

County Consultant

Fairfield County (includes Region 9)

Litchfield County (includes Regions 1, 6, 7, 12, and 14)

Fionnuala Brown
fionnuala.brown@ct.gov  860-807-2129

Hartford County (includes Region 10)

Middlesex County (includes Regions 4, 13, and 17) 

Teri Dandeneau
teri.dandeneau@ct.gov  860-807-2079

New Haven County (includes Regions 5, 15 and 16)
Jackie Schipke

jackie.schipke@ct.gov  860-807-2123

New London County

Tolland County (includes Regions 8 and 19) 

Windham County (includes Region 11)

Susan Alston
susan.alston@ct.gov  860-807-2081

Connecticut State Department of Education
Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504
Hartford, CT 06103-1841

CSDE Child Nutrition Programs
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CSDE School Nutrition Programs Staff

Food Distribution Program (USDA Foods)

Allison Calhoun-White
allison.calhoun-white@ct.gov   860-807-2008 

Monica Pacheco
monica.pacheco@ct.gov   860-807-2086 

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the NSLP

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)

Caroline Cooke
caroline.cooke@ct.gov   860-807-2144

Child Nutrition Webpages 

Healthy Food Certification (HFC)

Nutrition Education

Special Diets

Susan Fiore
susan.fiore@ct.gov   860-807-2075

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

School Wellness Policies

Donna Heins
donna.heins@ct.gov  •  860-807-2082

Special Milk Program (SMP)

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)

Terese Maineri 
terese.maineri@ct.gov  860-807-2145

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 

Food service management companies 

Andy Paul
andrew.paul@ct.gov   860-807-2048

Claims processing

Equipment grants

Marita Preston
marita.preston@ct.gov  860-807-2055

Connecticut State Department of Education
Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504
Hartford, CT 06103-1841

CSDE Child Nutrition Programs
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The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a 
policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. 
The Connecticut Department of Education does not discriminate in any 
employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 
the basis of age, ancestry, color, criminal record (in state employment 
and licensing), gender identity or expression, genetic information, 
intellectual disability, learning disability, marital status, mental 
disability (past or present), national origin, physical disability (including 
blindness), race, religious creed, retaliation for previously opposed 
discrimination or coercion, sex (pregnancy or sexual harassment), 
sexual orientation, veteran status or workplace hazards to reproductive 
systems, unless there is a bona fide occupational qualification excluding 
persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes.

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s 
nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal 
Employment Opportunity Director/Americans with Disabilities 
Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut State Department of Education, 450 
Columbus Boulevard, Suite 607, Hartford, CT 06103, 860-807-2071, 
levy.gillespie@ct.gov
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