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*Important note from pages 10-12 of English Learner Programs & Services in Connecticut Public 
Schools: A Resource Handbook for Administrators (2nd Edition) 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/curriculum/bilingual/el_admin_resource_handbook.pdf : 
A student transferring from another Connecticut public (or private) school, who was previously 
identified as an EL in that district at the time of his/her unenrollment or move, must continue as an 
“EL” in the new Connecticut public school district. Connecticut ELs must remain identified/ labeled as 
ELs until the time that they achieve all EL exit criteria as set by the CSDE2. Therefore, an EL student from 
one Connecticut school district who moves into a new Connecticut school district must be identified as 
an EL immediately in the new district, and the student’s dominant language should be the same one that 
was reported by the previous district. The most recent assessment that the student was given in the 
former district may serve as the initial assessment in the new district. However, the new district may also 
choose to administer its own initial assessment to collect more current data. Parent notification and 
permission procedures in the student’s new district also must be followed.
A student with a dominant language other than English who is transferring into a Connecticut public 
school from out-of-state, including a student who was already identified by the previous state as an EL 
and who has not yet achieved the exit criteria in the previous state, should continue as an English 
Learner in the new Connecticut public school. The most recent assessment that the student was given in 
the former district may serve as the initial assessment in the new district. However, the new district may 
also choose to administer its own initial assessment in order to collect more current data, as well as to 
obtain baseline data on the student’s English language proficiency. Parent notification and permission 
procedures in the student’s new district also must be followed. 
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A native language proficiency test may be administered but is not required.

A record of the scores from the English language proficiency screener should be 
recorded as a reference in the student’s file. 

Observations and recording of observations and/or interviews can provide additional 
information about the student’s speaking and listening skills.

ESSA requires standardized entrance procedures. Currently, the Connecticut State 
Department of Education is determining that English language proficiency screener 
that districts must use to assess the English language proficiency of students.
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Parent must be informed of child’s identification as EL. A sample letter is available at 
www.ct.gov/sde/EnglishLearners 

Parent may choose a program for the child and may remove him/her child at any time, 
but the student MUST continue to take the mandated annual assessment until he/she 
has met the state exit criteria for English learners. Parent must be informed annually of 
student’s performance.

EL services may vary based on the student’s level of English language proficiency and 
academic and instructional needs. 
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Students who exit EL status must be monitored for two years. 

Districts must implement programs to develop English language proficiency.  These 
programs should incorporate reading, writing, listening, speaking and comprehension 
skills.

Parent can remove a student at any time from EL services, but until the student meets 
exit criteria, he/she is still annually tested and reported as an EL (regardless of EL 
programming or parental refusal).

Exit criteria=Overall score of 4 or 5 on LAS Links and score of 4 or 5 on the reading and 
writing subtests .

There is no exemption for recently arrived students.
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There is a page devoted to English Learners on our website, and there are many 
resources that can be accessed there. The EL page was reorganized recently and 
continues to be updated. The bullets show some of the resources that can be accessed. 
Not only do many of our districts rely on these resources to stay current, but they can 
also reference federal resources, such as the recently released English Learner Toolkit, 
Dual Language Learner Toolkit (for early childhood), and the Newcomer Toolkit.
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