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“The Common Core Standards provide an 
opportunity to implement significant changes to 
the way in which this diverse group of ELLs are 
served in American schools and to improve their 
educational outcomes.  

Every teacher will now need to be a teacher of 
the language and literacies …”
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All standards          
for all 

students 

For ELLs
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What language might challenge students?  

The surface of the Earth is made up of huge 
blocks of rock.  When these huge blocks move, 
an earthquake happens!  Sometimes the blocks 
move just a little, causing a small earthquake.  
Other times the blocks move a lot, and the 
earthquake is strong.  The strength of an 
earthquake is its magnitude. 
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Phrasal Verbs

• Phrasal Verb (verb + preposition[s]) e.g.:
– “to hand out something” (to distribute)

– “to break in/break out/break up/break down…”

• Phrasal verbs are problematic for ELLs because...
– may understand each individual word at face value, 

but not how they fit together

– few to no contextual clues

– unclear if the phrase is key information or not

• ELLs need explicit teaching to unlock phrasal 
verbs
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https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ell-support-through-pbl-inps
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https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ell-essay-structure-lesson
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