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Choosing the Right Text, Asking the Right
Questions
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Get to know your table and facilitators!

« YOUr name

« Your district, school, and
position

« What are your burning
questions for today’s session
on close reading?
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Our goals for Principals Academy

1) Build a shared understanding of the three shifts in the
CCS, close reading, and text complexity & vocabulary

1) Experience our own “close reading” with a shared text
1) Analyze text complexity
1) Build a shared understanding of big takeaways In texts

1) Develop an understanding of text-dependent questions
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TeachFest Connecticut: Principals Academy Guides
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Teacher log in Student log in

ctleaders.learnzillion.com
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Table discussion

* What Is your current experience with close
reading?
— How do you define 1t?

— What does implementation look like in your
school?

— What successes have you or your teachers
experienced?

— What challenges or roadblocks exist?

§~ LearnZillion



Note catcher

Notes Template for Literacy Videos

We will watch four videcs together at TeachFest &s par of our process for leerning about close reading end developing
close reading lessons. Below is & note catcher so you can keep all your thinking in one easy 1o find place!

The Three Shifts in the Literacy Standards

Text Complexity and Vocabulary Analysis

Determining the Big Takeaway in a Complex Text

Writing text-dependent questions

B 2014 Leamdilian, Inc,
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The 3 Shifts of the Common Core State Standards
in English Language Arts and Content-Area Literacy



Why close reading?

Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and
iInformational texts independently and proficiently.
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5th grade Smarter Balanced item

Golden Keys
A bunch of golden keys is mine

To make each day with gladness shine.

"Good morning!" that's the golden key
That unlocks every door for me.

When evening comes, "Good night!" |
say,
And close the door of each glad day.

When at the table "If you please"
| take from off my bunch of keys.

When friends give anything to me,
I'll use the little "Thank you" key.

"Excuse me," "Beg your pardon," too,
When by mistake some harm | do.

Or if unkindly harm I've given,
With "Forgive me" key I'll be forgiven.

On a golden ring these keys I'll bind,
This is its motto: "Be ye kind."

I'll often use each golden key,
And so a happy child I'll be.

. The central theme of the poem is that

manners are important. Write a
paragraph explaining the key points that
support this theme. Use details from the
poem to support your response.

. The poet organizes the poem into

stanzas that have only two lines.
Explain why the poet most likely divides
the poem in this way. Support your
answer with details from the poem.
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Academic vocabulary found in just one passage on the

NYS 6™ grade test

* Imposing .
 Harness .
* Finesse .
e Surge .
 Glanced .

“comfort washed o

over me”

e Process

 Straddled

Draperies
Magnificent
Transformed
Breathtaking
Cascaded
Contrasted
Imposing
Ascent

Ascend

Adapted from Student Achievement Partners.

Descend
Exhilarating
Labored
Constricted
Exclamation
Rasping
Speck

Glanced

S LearnZillion
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SAT Passage topics

« Burgess Shale

« Controversy surrounding question of earliest North American
settlements

« Self Discovery via Early 20" Century Shakespearean Theatre Tour
* Integrity of Modern Film Remakes

» Sleep Research

* Role of Chinese American Women during WWII

 Honore de Balzac

« Controversy Surrounding the Architecture of the Getty Museum

« The Politics of Environmental Reporting

Adapted from Student Achievement Partners. S LearnZillion
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How can close reading look in a classroom?

S LearnZillion
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Reflect on close reading in table groups

e \What do you notice about
close reading?

e What supports do you
anticipate teachers will need
to plan and implement close
reading?

e What habits or mindsets
may need to be
incorporated?
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A common misunderstanding...

Close reading Is
the only thing we

should be doing
In class!

Close reading
should be one of
several strategies

used to support
students In tackling
the CCSS.
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Analyzing Text Complexity
and Vocabulary



Table discussion

Toxt Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric!

LITERATURE
Text Title. Text Autor
Exceodingly Complex Very Complex Moderately Complex Slightly Complex
O Orgonization: |+ invicate whh repord s O Ongonizabien: Moy dude aiociom, sme O Ongenizaizn: May bave wocrmore O Ongenitakien: b cleor, chrsrakogial o
soch elarseess cn pid of vinw, e il P end o conpien dharedens surybees urd ocoskely be ffcbise vy v prodel
ke daracars, sorybons ard el prodit
TEXT STRUCTURE
O Usa of Graphics: I wed, Ihtioiom o O Usa of Geaphics: 1 uned, Hinoom o O Use of Geaphics: Huned, w renge of O Use of Graphies: 1 ured, eibar
Qraphics we esveriol for urdertarding Qrephics wppon o axtend e mecnieg of  Ehresons o grophks wpport weod hrasons dctly wpgon ard osie In
the maarig of the bt fho st parts cf #a tact Irarpeesing fhe %ea cr are rot ecmery
1o undanitarding the marirg of e fext
O Comvestionalty, Deme crccamplex; O Comvenicnaiiy, Fairly corsins, © Convarticnaly, Lergaly meplek cnd O Convartienaléy, Expler, Heval,
tomalrs abwacs, ko, ard /o omalrs ;e obavad, konk, ondor oy o wederstard wih ocy L1
figwotive lorguoge figuative largwge fot move covgles nowing
LANGUAGE
FEATURES O Vecmbalary: Comples, gereraly O Yecobalary: Fably comples lorginge O Vacabulary: Moty corramporary, O Vecabalary: Conmmporary, foilar,
wehermilor, oedhuic, nbjecksomd e, e thot b samatires wkemilor, webak, Ferribor, comessaend; rorely wavenotoral lorgugs
avry acadenic larguoge, may b wiiectapecitic, o ovarly acoderic wbemibar or awedy acaderic
ariiguout o perpanflly rivesdeg O Sarbence Sirches: Mairly snpe
O Sarfern Sirvehore My erplex O Sarbance Srvchom Privarly smpieand  sarlences
O Samsanca Siruchoss) Mkl cphon sartinces v sennred s TP sesrares, wit sorve el
wrient v sevarcl weondhan phrcaws cr doves ard treration wardy swmeticns
duwan of phvaies; serferces often
i it corcesny
MEANING ) Meaning: Maltiglo compatng lovel of ) Meanieg: Maltiglo lovals of rearing © Maanieg: Muitipie levals of rmaring © Maaning: Ora bved of maaring; heme
macrirg hae ore dtcub o idertify, that may he dfficuk s idertily o dearty datingu ded from each ctter; lotvion ard revecied sarly in fhe.
sopeate, ord maroees fheme himplck  seporate; hene by plich ce bt ard  theme b o bl may be comvered with  te
o wbile, ohen unbiuns cnd sevealed iy be revealed dver e el of sane wistery
avar e eriraty of e text the raxt
O Life Exparionces: Expiore complen, O Life Exparionces: Expieres temasof O Life Exparionces: Expleres sevevol O Lile Expariences: Expieres o segle theme;
KNOWLEDGE 1 oy or thetay exgerieces prvoysd om oupeviances pomvayed ore avarydoy ond
oxperharcos porvayed are dincty abaraction; axpernces portrayed are camean % nany mades comenn % ot Moders
DEMANDS diferent frce e camevon readar secomnn to nomt resdan

© sarectuaity aed Cuberal Keawdadge:
My raformreas or clbakoes %o aher sex
o adlurdl elementy

0 d
Some rederwrcen o alutom fo cber et
o ainedd elomeen

0

Forw sedararcm o dision fo cther dexts o

whrd elemern

No mderarces o clbitiom 1 orher bt o
whrd elemem

Adopsed frem Appendx Ai feeah Scpporing Koy Semerts of the Stardardh, Commen Cers Sow Surdards for Erglth Lanpuoge Atk ard Ureracy In Matary,/Seckol Sudien ard Sclerce and Techricel

Sitfecn (201010

Pages 12 & 13

Was there anything
surprising or confusing in the
video?

Did the qualitative elements
of complexity make sense?

How do you think this
process of analyzing texts
will impact the texts teachers
choose to use?
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Our goals for Principals Academy

1)

Build a shared understanding of the three shifts in the
CCS, close reading, and text complexity & vocabulary

1)

1)

Experience our own “close reading” with a shared text

Analyze text complexity

1)

1)

Build a shared understanding of big takeaways in texts

Develop an understanding of text-dependent questions

§~ LearnZillion



Why do we talk about texts?

« Demands of the new standards

* Deepen our own thinking

* Process new ideas, concepts, and understandings
« See text from new perspectives

* Get into the writer's brain — why did they make the
choices they did?

* Move beyond being “plot- and fact-junkies”

S LearnZillion



Read and annotate your shared text

(8 Tie Washington Post M ST 35 3000

Kidsjpost

3 EVER WONDERED now it suows?

o Y emisaina® r “simbosrs-

eaning they have s dos 10 1051 the  Moet enowflshes srv few Sham Rl 42
pode) Imermatiol Commison o Sow and  iDch scrom. bt seme mewere smoet
s trwe that b0 two snowfkes are 30 began clamifying snowflakes isto 6 two inches. No ane kawm for sere bow
idential, ot they are Al esagoal, CROgIR et o b o

‘waterin theai, then there s w0 potentisl

Libtrecht does. sty soefabes

P

o e o e 4 g
gerivrs

Page 24

Speech on the Assassination of Martin Luther King
By Fobert F. Kennady
Deiivered on April 4, 1968 nmsnapnlli Ingiana

In Agei 1368, Fiobert F. o

F. Kenncy, i been it a1 Kl our-&nc-e-syeas sater n P rsm. e on meway 10 508K 10 4 108,
s, uther King, Jr.

Many n the cramd o, & warmed tiots and violance. Kennedy

deivered Wihils the news the country indiansools

caim, Twa montns lafer, In Cattomia.”
Lagies and Gentiemen,
'm cnly Going to talk 10 you [ust for & minwte or 5o this evening, because | have some -~ same very sad news for all of you

Gouid you lomer those signs, please? | have some very sad news ot il o you, and, | 1ink. sad news or il of our ellow
citizens. and people who love peace &il over the world: &nd that s that Martin Luther King was shot and was kiled tonightin
Memghis, Tennessee.

Martn Luther King dedicatied his e to love and Lo fustice between fellow human beings. He died in the cause of that effort.
in this aifficult Sy n this siffcult ime for the Unitsa States, s perhaps well 1o as< what kind af & nation we are and what
direetion we went io move in. For thase of you who are black — consadering the evidence evidently is that tere were white

people  and @ dsmiﬂnwanﬂs
Weom e niiet country. in reater ite amengst
whites, flied w enciher. O we can ‘s Martin Luther King did, 1o e ot o

comprehend, e rapiacs tat viclence, that stain of bioodshed that has spread ac7oss our land, with an effort 1o

rstand, compassion, and love

For those of you whe are blacs and a7 tempted 1o fill wih — be filed with hatred and mistrust of the injustice of sueh an act,
&l white peaple, | would crly say that | can aisc feel in my own heart the same kind of feeling. | hd a member of

my tamily Killed, but e was Kiled by & White man.

Bt we have 1o make an efort n the United States. We have 1o make &n sHor 1o undsrstand, to get beyond, o go beyend

these ratner cficu times.

My favorite posm, my - My favcrite post was ASSERUS, AN he onoe wrcte

thouph the awiul grace of Gad.
‘What we need in the United States is net division: what we need in the United States is not hatred: what we need in the
United States (s not viclanos an lawtessnass, but s love, and wisdom, and compassien towand ane anothar, and 4 fesling
o justios taward thase who st suffer within our country, whether ey be white o whetnar they b black.
S5 1 2sk you tanight o returm home. 1o say & pvayafﬂ( oty o Waren Luner Kng —yesn, s e - bt mote
importanty 1o say a prayer whicn all of that compassion of
which | 3poke.
e can o wall 1 e county. W wil et imes, eve had difcultmss o ne st cut e - snd wewil have
1S s not the end of discrder.

But he vast nwmym White pecple &nd the vast majorty Of black Peopl i 1his CouNiTY WaNE 10 e TOgEther, Want 1o
improwe the quality of cur e, anc want justice for il human beings thet abide In our Land.

Jets dedicats ourselves 10 what the Greeks WISHE 50 MEny YE&rs 5001 10 TaMe 1he SEVAOENESS Of Man &nd Make gents
‘he e of this warld. Let us dedicate aurseives to that. and say & prayer for our oountry and for our peopie.

“Thank you very much.

1 Bosmomer, Ry €. (2006) Fobart Blorings

Page 25
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Some things to annotate...

Unfamiliar words

Difficult concepts

Background knowledge or cultural context
Important ideas, takeaways, author’s

sad for all of you - Could you lower those signs, please” = | have some very sad news for ol of
| e i o e Spion s S e message

:’A- it L e Yire) Gedicated fe: o |rees @l W juistics hetween falicw human bengs. He died in
e cause of that effort. In this difficult day, in this difficull tims ior the Uinited States, ifs perhaps well

T w kind of a nation we are and what direction we want ko move in. For ihoss of you who.
the evidance hﬂ?mmmmmmmné-‘

Speech on the Assassination of Martin Luther King
By Robert F. Kennedy
Delivered on April 4, 1968 in Indianapolis, Indiana
audrecel

in Apeil 1968, Robert F. Kennedy was runming for Prasicent of M Unilsd States. His alder brothar, lonmer é_)
Prasident John F. Kennedy, had been shal and kiked four-and-a-haif years aarker in Dalas, Taxas. Whis o
tha wa Io speak i & lrge, mesty Aligan Amedcan crowy in downiown ingianagols, Kennedy lsamed of S
Essassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Many in the crowd had not el haard the news, and Kennedy's staf
wonied at it could spavk rals and visknce. Kennady celiveved the following spesch. Whils the news of Kng's

Kannady himealf was shol and kiled in Calomin," 44 3 J5 “Hie »:u‘:ugi,’md

T “[,1:':_ ik, .

S Development of ideas and argument
e e Relationships between ideas or elements
;%ﬁfﬁﬁﬂéfggg; Craft moves (structure, organization,
‘ “E%ﬁ”m?ﬁf%:@uﬁﬁfj% metaphor, imagery, symbolism, tone, etc.)
et - 7y s Vocabulary and word choice
' PRI e Use of rhythm and rhyme
Use of illustration or other text features
What does this text “scream” at you to
teach?

Pages 6, 7, 8
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Guiding questions for text talks

Guiding Questions for Text Talks

Use the questions below as a guide and jumping off place for exploning your text.

Take your teacher-hat off:

What sections or moments of the text speak to you? Why?

‘What choices did the author make about introducing information or telling the story?

What "craft moves” (e.g. structure, word choice, figurative language, etc.) stand out to you?

How does the author develop ideas, arguments, or themes across the text?

How does the author use words and phrases for effect? What other literary devices jump out at you?
What or who in the text do you want to know more about?

Are thare parts where you needed to slow down or reread? What caused you to do this?

Why did the author write this text in this way?

What message, theme, or central idea do you take away from this text?

With your teacher hat on:

What is the big takeaway that you would want a student to understand after studying this text?

Which paris of the text are the mest challenging? Where will students struggle the most? Why?

What questions are worth exploring further?

What is left unsaid in the text? Why?

What choices did the author make in the way that has/she introduced information and/for told the story?
Why did ha/'she make these choices? What is their effect?

What does the text simply "scream” for you to teach?

As a reader, what do you gravitate towards in this text? What is most interesting to you? Why?

What standards in your grade-level seem particularly waell-suited to teach using this text?

£ 2014 LeamdZilion, Ing,

Page 11

» Use these to jump
your conversation!

=N

4

Start
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Text talks make the gualitative features of a text clear

« Qualitative features
— Meaning/central ideas
— Structure/organization
— Prior knowledge demands
— Language features
* Vocabulary
— Words that demand more time

 Can be determined In-
context

e Cannot be determined In-
context

— Words that demand less time

 Can be determined In-
context

e Cannot be determined In-
context § LearnZillion




What is the sequence of a text talk?

Pages 22 & 23

. Start with the text

. Examine the text

through the lens of the
gualitative rubric and
vocabulary analysis

. Record insights about

text’'s complexity as a
group

$ LearnZillion



Debrief questions

« How did the text talk and analysis change your thinking
about the text?

« Did your understanding of text complexity shift?
* Any epiphanies?

 How do you see integrating this experience into
supporting your teachers’ practice for close reading?

S LearnZillion
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Considerations for selecting your text

1

Guide to Selecting a Complex Text for Close Reading: 4 considerations

. Consider text complexity

Three measures of text compledty:
= Cualitetive
= Quantitatve
= Reader & Task

Hard words don't automaticaly mean that

a text is complex! The dfficutty of the

words (reedabiity) is just one measure of

et complexity. A text can contain words

that are easler 1o read and yet be complex A
due to it's qualiative measures or due o

the specific reader or task

Bacome tamiliar with the levels of fext complexity for your grede level
band

Baecome familiar with comman 1exis within your grade level cand

Complex texts should streteh towards the higher end of the grade level
complexity band te ensure that all students are given access to and
are being taught how to compeehend grade-level texts. i a complax
1ext is beyond & student's indapendent reading level, the teacher must
use instructional scafoids 1o enaure access 1o the text

A Balance of Three Measures of Text Complexity

T T

Qualitative Maasures Rubeic for Literary and
Inforrrational text
Fountas & Pinnell Levels

Qualitative By an attentive reader:
Levels of meaning/pumposs, structura,
language conventicnality and clarity, and
knowledge demands, Emotionaliage-

“Complex fexfs reguire a siowsr [abor.
Readers can't procesd fo the naxt
paragraph without grasping the
CrEVIoUs o, they can't gilde over
unfamiiar words and phreses, and
they can’t farget what they read four
pages earier. They musr double back,
discam ambiguiniss, faliow micky
transitions, and keep a dictionary close
&t hand. Complex texts force reagers
0 acquire the knack of slow lnear
reading. if hey rarsly encountar
complex iexfs, young studsents won't
even raailze that such & reading tack is
& necassary means of Isamning.
Linready students might be fust 52
intaligent and motivated s the ready
onas ars, but they don't poasess the
habits and strafegies needed o carry
Mark Bouadein, Too Dush for Gomplex Texs ™
Educational Leadorship, February 2011

appropristeness
By 5 Lexik: (see *Lexile Ranges® chert on the
Fieadability measures including word and following paga®)
sentence Fry
ATOS
Matching Text By & skilied educator: Motivation
to Reader and Considerations of reader end consideretions Knawledge
Task of tagk Experiences
Emaotionaliage-approprigienass
Purpose of Task
‘Complexty of Task
Complexty of Questions Posad

& Leamailion, In¢., 2014

Pages 3 &4
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A common pitfall...

To Build

I've taught this
for thirteen

years...I've got
this...

$ LearnZillion



Another common pitfall...

| teach primary
grades and the
texts simply
aren’t rich

enough to merit
close reading.

% LearnZillion



Our goals for Principals Academy

1)

1)

1)

Build a shared understanding of the three shifts in the
CCS, close reading, and text complexity & vocabulary

Experience our own “close reading” with a shared text

Analyze text complexity

1)

Build a shared understanding of big takeaways in texts

1)

Develop an understanding of text-dependent questions

§~ LearnZillion



Planning for a Big Takeaway
in a Complex Text



Table discussion

As a group, determine the big
takeaway in your shared text.

What function does the “big
takeaway” serve in planning
a close reading unit?

What challenges do you
anticipate teachers will have
with this part of the analysis?

How might your support of
content area teachers
change?

LearnZillion
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Our goals for Principals Academy

1)

1)
1)
1)

1)

Build a shared understanding of the three shifts in the
CCS, close reading, and text complexity & vocabulary

Experience our own “close reading” with a shared text
Analyze text complexity
Build a shared understanding of big takeaways in texts

Develop an understanding of text-dependent questions

S LearnZillion
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Remember that thinking is invisible!

Ways to make thinking visible:

. o{:; » Annotating text
o
Oo, Y

« Keeping notes on stickies or in a
notebook

« Writing about reading (short
response, essay, book review,
next scene, etc.)

« Sketching or drawing connections
or ideas

« Discussing text

W LearnZillion
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Writing text-dependent questions



Table discussion

 How do text-dependent
guestions support all readers
In tackling complex text?

« What role do text-dependent
guestions play in supporting
students with using evidence
from the text?

« What do you anticipate will be
the most challenging for your
teachers in crafting TDQs?

LearnZillion
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Transforming text-dependent questions

Chapter 1.
“Before Breakfast”

\% LearnZillion



Transforming text-dependent questions

What is Mr. What does Mrs.
Arable going Arable mean
to the when she says
“your father has
hoghouse to decided to do
do? away with it"?

RL.3.1, RL.3.3, RL.3.4



Transforming text-dependent questions

What Is

the setting
of the
story?

Reread the sentence:
“The grass was wet
and the earth smelled
of springtime.”

What does this detall
tell you about the
setting?

RL.3.1



Transforming text-dependent questions

Why does
Fern want to
save the

pIg?

What does Fern
mean when she
says this Is a
“terrible case of
iInjustice™?

RL.3.1, RL.3.3



Transforming text-dependent questions

How big Is
the pig?

What does the
word “runt’
mean? What
other words In
the text tell you
about the pig’s
size?

RL.3.1, RL.3.4



Engaging all students - what to listen and look for

The word runt
means small. The

pig is a runt
because it’s tiny.

Does not meet

The word runt
means a very
small and weak
pig. The author
uses the words
small and weak
to tell us about
the pig’s size.

Approaches

The word runt means
the smallest pig in a
litter, which iIs often
weak and not worth
keeping. Other words

that the author uses to
tell us about the size are

LE A 11

“‘weak”, “tiny”, and “no
bigger than a white rat.”

Meets

% LearnZillion
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Transforming text-dependent questions

* Look at one of your group’s
‘non-example” text-dependent
guestions.

* How might you transform it?

 Draft some alternative versions
on chart paper.

S LearnZillion
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Guided Action Plan (GAP)

GAP: Guided Action Plan for
Choosing the Right Text, Asking the Right Questions

Ths purposs of this documant s to make a plan to ensure that your big takesways from today's session make f into
teachers’ clsssrooms (and uitimately impact sfudents).

My roleftitie:

My strengths: | want to learn more about:

Who | will work wwith:

When and where we will do the work:

How | will start the conversation: To dos:

- -

L ] L ]

L ] L ]
Quick wins: Barriers to success:
To dos: To dos:

LR

Your rode: What is your title? Main responsibilties? How |s this related 1o supporting beachers in improwing leaming

opporiunties for students?

My strengths: What do you know about supporting teachers in cose reading?
Who: Indviduals? Groups? Grade-alike or bands? Online or Onsite?
When and Where: Be spacific! |z there a room fo reserve™ A time st asida?

Quick wina: Think about ways 1o econe some “Cwek Wing®. |z there & teachar with grest classroom management

who could handle a different structure® A teacher with deep content knowledpe who can help you analyze texts?

What steps will you take to support those teachers?

Barriers to suceass: (Don't worry! We 'l brainstonm solutions?): What are the challanges you anticipate when
suUpporting teachers in analyzing text complaxity &nd pianning closa reading units? Be spacific.

© 2014 LearmZilan, Inc. 3

Page 31
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Final reflection: Think, pair, share (Choose 2)

« What challenges do you anticipate in fully implementing
close reading in your school?

 What ideas do you have for “quick wins” and overcoming
barriers?

 What seems like the right next step for you and the
teachers you support?

S LearnZillion
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Continue your learning in 2015!

How to turn-key this workshop into powerful PD for your
teachers: Bringing close reading into the classroom
« January 15th, 2015, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Spotlight on Success
« Date TBD

Look-fors in the classroom: Close reading lessons
 February 5, 2015, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Spotlight on Success
« Date TBD

S LearnZillion
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Thank you!

CONNECTICUT

& LearnZillion

OF EDUCATION




TeachFest Connecticut: Principals Academy

Choosing the Right Text, Asking the Right
Questions

December 2, 2014
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