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Part 5: Routine and Daily Writing

Activity 7: Writing Tasks in Exemplar Units

DESCRIPTION

Participants will review several exemplar units for embedded writing tasks, discuss the ways routine
writing is embedded, and consider ways they or their colleagues embed writing in lessons.

DIRECTIONS

1. Choose and download an exemplar unit from those listed on the following page in the Resources
section for this activity.

2. Working with a partner, identify in the Writing Tasks in Exemplar Units: Notes Organizer on page 42
the writing tasks and instruction that are embedded in the unit.

3. Record your writing tasks on separate sticky notes.

4. Place your notes on the appropriate chart paper (labeled with the heading, “Opening,” “Work
Time,” or “Closing”) posted around the room by your facilitator.

5. Discuss, using the questions below.

Discussion Prompts

What did you notice about writing in CCS-aligned units?

e Types and purposes of writing?
e Writing as a scaffold, model, or preparation for other tasks?
e Writing instruction?

e Writing as assessment?
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RESOURCES

Grade 6-7: The Digestive Process
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/6/7/8/page/752/featured-lessons-list-pg

Grade 7-8: The Long Night of the Little Boats
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/6/7/8/page/752/featured-lessons-list-pg

Grade6-8: Voices from Little Rock http://achievethecore.org/page/737/history-social-studies-

lessons

Grade 9-12: Researching the Meaning of the American Dream
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/chasing-dream-researching-
meaning-30925.html?tab=4#session1

Grade 11: The Art of Persuasion and the Craft of Argument
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/model/units/ELAg11-PersuasionArgument.pdf

Grade 11-12: | Am an American Day by Learned Hand
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/9/10/11/12/page/752/featured-lessons-list-

Pg
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Writing Tasks in Exemplar Units: Notes Organizer

Day Task Purpose Part: O, W, C*
(1) (Notes for Think, (Prepare something | (O)
Pair, Share) to share)

*0= Opening, W = Work Time, C= Closing
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