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Activity 5: Bringing It All Together–Using the EQuIP Rubric to Assess 
Alignment 

DESCRIPTION 
In table groups, coaches will use the EQuIP Rubric to assess the extent to which a video lesson and its 
accompanying lesson plan align with the features of CCS-ELA instructional shifts. As a group, you will 
view an entire lesson and determine which features of aligned instruction are clearly evident. (You may 
not be able to assess all elements of aligned instruction.) 

• Alignment to the Rigor of the CCS 

• Key Areas of Focus in the CCS 

• Instructional Supports 

• Assessment 

RESOURCES 

• EQuIP/Tri-State Quality Review Rubric for lessons and units 

• Note: The rubric is included in the resources on the America Achieves site: 

http://commoncore.americaachieves.org/ 

• Video: Grade 5, English language Arts “Graphic nonfiction: Harriet Tubman” (Sims). 

http://commoncore.americaachieves.org/module/2 (Segment 1:30 – 8:30) approximately 7 

minutes 

• Lesson plan for Harriet Tubman, The Life of an African-American Abolitionist 

DIRECTIONS 
1. View the video and review the written lesson plan (on the following pages of the participant guide).  
2. Read each of the four dimensions of the rubric. As a table, establish a consensus rating for each 

dimension that you feel able to rate. 
3. Be prepared (as a table) to share out with the whole group an observation about the experience of 

using the rubric and/or the alignment of the lesson with the rubric. 
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LESSON: HARRIET TUBMAN, THE LIFE OF AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN ABOLITIONIST 

Grade 5 Subject English Language Arts 

Unit name Slavery and Segregation Lesson Harriet Tubman, The Life of an African-
American Abolitionist 

Lesson # 3 Teacher Monica Sims 

CCS Standards 
for English 
Language Arts 

Reading Standards 

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

Writing Standards 

W.5.9.b Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  

Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussion, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

UNIT OVERVIEW 

Day One Formal assessment on the book Mississippi Trial 1955. 

Reading: nonfiction article that provides the confession from Roy Bryant and J.W. 
Milam about the murder and death of Emmett Till. 

Day Two Examine specific quotes from the text and draw conclusions about the expressions 
and the point of view of Emmett Till, J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant. 

Day Three Graphic text study: Harriet Tubman, The Life of an African-American Abolitionist 
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Day Four Socratic Seminar – through Socratic Seminar, students will practice building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Informal assessment and feedback on questions asked throughout the text during 
the week. 

Day Five Formal assessment 

LESSON PLAN: HARRIET TUBMAN, THE LIFE OF AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
ABOLITIONIST 

SECTION TIME SHIFT DETAIL 

Review 3 minutes Text 
selection 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Recap the unit on Emmett Till and address questions 
students asked about the origin of segregation and 
racism. 

Have students think about the earlier time period as they 
prepare to read the text. 

Review the objective of the lesson which is to have 
students quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text.  

  Academic 
vocabulary 

Discuss and explain complex vocabulary  

Peculiar – strange 

Institution – any established law or custom 

Reading the 
text/indepen-
dent reading 

10 minutes  Text 
selection 

Read aloud to students who need additional support to 
give them access to the text  

Introduction 
to activity 

2 minutes  Distribute the questions that accompany the text for 
students to review as we begin a shared reading of the 
text.  
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Shared 
reading of 
text 

10 minutes Vocabulary  Shared reading – students read aloud with teacher 
support where needed. 

Gathering 
evidence  

15 minutes Evidence 
from text 

Students discuss the questions in table groups and 
answer the questions independently on a sheet of paper. 

Sharing 
answers and 
questions 

8 minutes Evidence 
from text 

Vocabulary 

Students share out their answers citing text support. 

Discussion 
and close 

2 minutes  After the reading, students will write down something 
that stood out to them in their reading. 

Pull named popsicle sticks to have 5–7 students share 
their written thoughts. 
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