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The 2017 Prison Population Forecast

• Each February, OPM is 
required to publish a 
prison population forecast 
that projects the size of 
the inmate population in 
the coming year. 

•This year’s projection is 
available on-line at OPM’s 
Criminal Justice Policy & 
Planning Division website. 



The 2017 Prison Population Forecast

OPM considers this year’s forecast to be moderately
conservative. By the start of next year, we could see a
prison population at or below 14,100

600



The 2017 Prison Population Forecast

The chart above shows the historical ratio of offenders supervised by 
the DOC in facilities versus those in community programs.  The lines 
diverge with the creation of the CRU.  Had the ratio remained 
constant, there would have been approximately 600 more offenders 
in facilities at the beginning of 2017.  This internal change accounts 
for nearly all of the error in the 2016 forecast.  



The 2017 Prison Population Forecast

• This chart places the OPM’s 2017 forecast within the 
context of prison population trends since their 
historic peak in 2008. 



• Each year, OPM is required to produce a report on recidivism among 
prisoners who have been released from CT prisons.

• In 2012, OPM published a study that evaluated 5-year recidivism rates 
among sex offenders who were released or discharged from prison during 
2005.

• This year, OPM will be releasing the findings of a follow-up to the 2012 
study that tracked a cohort of offenders who were released or discharged 
from prison in 2011. 

• Today we will report on the general findings with respect to recidivism as 
well as discuss our plans to publish the full findings.     

The 2017 Recidivism Report



The 2017 Recidivism Report

• One of the fundamental questions we faced at the outset of the 2012 study 
was, who - within the general population of prisoners released each year -
is a sex offender. 
• People who had ever been sentenced to prison for a sexual-offense? 

(746)
• People completing a prison sentence for a sexual offense?  (423)
• People who had a DOC Sex Treatment Score >1? (1,229)
• People who had ever been convicted for a sexual offense? (896) 
• People who had ever been arrested and charged with a sexual 

offense? (1,471)
• In the 2012 study we tracked several subgroups of the offender population 

in addition to breakouts by DOC Sex treatment score.  
• In the 2012 study we investigated 2 types of recidivism

• general recidivism, and
• specific recidivism i.e., new sex-related offenses.    



The 2017 Recidivism Report

• In this iteration we have relied on the same methodology to evaluate recidivism 
– general and specific although we have modified the scheme we used for 
identifying sex offenders, and

• In the full report, we will present a more thorough analysis since we have access 
to complete offender data, including:
• Juvenile referral and commitment data for 2,999 offenders, 
• Data related to probation supervision, and
• Offender-treatment and polygraph data on approximately 700 offenders 

who were treated by The Connection Inc.



• Unlike previous OPM recidivism studies – the criteria used to identify 
recidivism events was modified.  
• New arrest, new conviction and new prison sentences reported here are 

restricted to offenses committed after the offender’s 2011 release.
• One consequence of this change is that recidivism rates may appear 

lower compared to other OPM reports which included arrests, 
convictions and new prison sentences related to any offense.    

• We have also modified the scheme we used for identifying sex offenders.  
An offender’s inclusion in a sex offender subgroup is based on triggering at 
least one of four condition flags. 

The 2017 Recidivism Report



The 2017 Recidivism Report

The study used four criteria to identify possible subgroups within the general 
offender population. 

• The following pages contain general, 5-year recidivism outcomes for four of these 
groups



General Recidivism 

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

Total cohort 11496 9930 678 1566 Total cohort 11496 9930 678 1566

6-month count 2456 2147 98 309 6-month count 859 723 45 136

12-month count 4403 3859 173 544 12-month count 2478 2119 131 359

18-month count 5565 4883 220 682 18-month count 3813 3268 202 545

24-month count 6314 5542 252 772 24-month count 4904 4230 255 674

30-month count 6850 5999 294 851 30-month count 5685 4913 294 772

36-month count 7263 6359 317 904 36-month count 6259 5419 326 840

48-month count 7802 6803 368 999 48-month count 6986 6047 372 938

60-month count 8148 7107 393 1041 60-month count 7426 6417 410 1008

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

6-month 21.4% 21.6% 14.5% 19.7% 6-month 7.5% 7.3% 6.6% 8.7%

12-month 38.3% 38.9% 25.5% 34.7% 12-month 21.6% 21.3% 19.3% 22.9%

18-month 48.4% 49.2% 32.4% 43.6% 18-month 33.2% 32.9% 29.8% 34.8%

24-month 54.9% 55.8% 37.2% 49.3% 24-month 42.7% 42.6% 37.6% 43.0%

30-month 59.6% 60.4% 43.4% 54.3% 30-month 49.5% 49.5% 43.4% 49.3%

36-month 63.2% 64.0% 46.8% 57.7% 36-month 54.4% 54.6% 48.1% 53.6%

48-month 67.9% 68.5% 54.3% 63.8% 48-month 60.8% 60.9% 54.9% 59.9%

60-month 70.9% 71.6% 58.0% 66.5% 60-month 64.6% 64.6% 60.5% 64.4%
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General Recidivism

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

Total cohort 11496 9930 678 1566 Total cohort 11,496 9,930 678 1,566

6-month count 2413 2108 105 305 6-month count 426 368 19 58

12-month count 3892 3357 199 535 12-month count 1,239 1,074 52 165

18-month count 4800 4134 261 666 18-month count 2,009 1,754 76 255

24-month count 5507 4749 296 758 24-month count 2,677 2,345 110 332

30-month count 5984 5161 332 823 30-month count 3,255 2,848 136 407

36-month count 6314 5436 359 878 36-month count 3,737 3,270 155 467

48-month count 6787 5829 390 958 48-month count 4,398 3,863 180 535

60-month count 7092 6088 415 1004 60-month count 4,866 4,268 209 598

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

2011 

COHORT

No SO 

flag

All SO 

flags

Any SO 

flag

6-month 21.0% 21.2% 15.5% 19.5% 6-month 3.7% 3.7% 2.8% 3.7%

12-month 33.9% 33.8% 29.4% 34.2% 12-month 10.8% 10.8% 7.7% 10.5%

18-month 41.8% 41.6% 38.5% 42.5% 18-month 17.5% 17.7% 11.2% 16.3%

24-month 47.9% 47.8% 43.7% 48.4% 24-month 23.3% 23.6% 16.2% 21.2%

30-month 52.1% 52.0% 49.0% 52.6% 30-month 28.3% 28.7% 20.1% 26.0%

36-month 54.9% 54.7% 52.9% 56.1% 36-month 32.5% 32.9% 22.9% 29.8%

48-month 59.0% 58.7% 57.5% 61.2% 48-month 38.3% 38.9% 26.5% 34.2%

60-month 61.7% 61.3% 61.2% 64.1% 60-month 42.3% 43.0% 30.8% 38.2%
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Specific Recidivism – new arrests

This table shows the number of offenders from the 2011 cohort  and 
certain subgroups who were arrested in the 60 months following their 
2011, release by crime type.  

Re-arrests rates for new sexual offenses ran from 2.8% to 14.5%
The highest rates were associated with public indecency incidents.    



Specific Recidivism  - new convictions

This table shows the number of offenders from the 2011 cohort  and certain 
subgroups who were convicted in the 60 months following their 2011, 
release by crime type.

New conviction rates ranged between 1.9% to 11.4%.  Again, public 
indecency incidents dominated the highest group. 



Specific Recidivism  - new prison sentences

This table shows the number of offenders from the 2011 cohort  and certain 
subgroups who were convicted in the 60 months following their 2011, 
release by crime type.  

Rates of returning to serve a new prison sentence of a sex offense ranged 
between 1.8% to 10.1%.  Again the number was influenced by public 
indecency charges.  
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