
1. Criteria
– Mixed wholesale/retail fresh food facilities

– Recent improvements or plans to improve

– Markets that focus on sale of local foods

– New public market

2. Examples
– Rochester Public Market

– Philadelphia Food Terminal

– Eastern Market, Detroit

– South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia

– Rungis Market, Paris

– Grand Rapids Downtown Market

Comparable Regional Markets



Rochester Public Market Master Plan
Historic wholesale/retail, publicly owned and operated market district



Rochester Public Market Master Plan



Philadelphia Wholesale Produce Market
• Opened 2011

• 40 acres

• 25 wholesalers

• Horticulture only

• Land owned by state 
authority, 

• Developed, owned 
and operated by  
tenant cooperative

• 500 car spaces

• 67 semi staging area

• 550,000 sf 
refrigerated

• Single entrance with 
gate house

• Outdoor sheds for 
smaller buyers

• Considering retail

• 18,000 sf waste mgt 
facility w/ 7 mkt EEs

• Units 120’ x 30’, 210 
pallet positions



Philadelphia Wholesale Produce Market



Philadelphia Wholesale Produce Market



Philadelphia Wholesale Produce Market



Eastern Market, Detroit



Eastern Market, Detroit



Eastern Market, Detroit – Shed 3 Renovation



Eastern Market, Detroit – Wholesale



Eastern Market, Detroit – Wholesale



South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia



South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia



South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia – Indoor Retail



South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia – Outdoor Retail



South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia - Wholesale



South Carolina State Farmers’ Market, Columbia – Office & Education



Rungis Market, Paris
• Formerly the famous “les Halles” 

market in central Paris 
• Created 1965 in Paris suburb
• Owned by central and local 

government; operated by Semmaris
• Largest wholesale food market in 

the world
– $8 billion annual sales
– 575 acres; 6 million sf buildings
– 1,407 companies: 556 

wholesalers/accessories, 584 service 
firms, and 267 produce sellers

– Provides 11,840 jobs

• Serves 18 million European 
consumers, including 12 million 
within 90 mile radius of Paris

• Accessed by all interstates; rail 
terminus

• 2004: opened new “Farmers 
Square” building to serve farmers 
from the Ile de France region



“Farmers’ Square” Facility 

• Building has 24,000 sf footprint

• 90 selling bays (each with a small enclosed 
“cabin” for offices)

• Offices for market managers and public 
meeting areas on mezzanine

• Air-cooled (thermal process) facility to 
maintain constant temperature (approx 
42F) year-round 

• Processing not available at Farmers’ 
Square—processors available on the 
market for all vendors  

• Farmers can rent either permanently or 
semi-permanently as volume dictates

• Space leased on a daily or monthly basis, 
as available



Rungis - Farmers’ Square Layout



Farmers’ Square, Rungis



Grand Rapids Downtown Market



Grand Rapids 
Downtown Market

Downtown Market



Grand Rapids Downtown Market



Grand Rapids Downtown Market - First Floor

Outdoor Market Shed

• Multi-day, seasonal operation

• Farmers’ and craft markets

• Expansion into Heartside Park

Market Hall

• 21 independent businesses

• Fresh and prepared foods

• “Food production and 
distribution warehouse”

Restaurants, retail, office

• Mixed-use, 24 hour facility

• Multiple income streams stabilize 
and expand Market revenue



Grand Rapids Downtown Market - First Floor



Grand Rapids Downtown Market - Second Floor

• Shared commercial 
kitchen

― Kitchen incubator program

― Supports catering, special 
events

― Surplus production space for 
vendors

• Greenhouses for 
education and events 

• Demonstration 
kitchen/special event 
room for 250

• Kids’ Teaching Kitchen

• Public seating

• Outdoor terrace

• Kent County School 
District – culinary and 
health programs



Grand Rapids Downtown Market - Second Floor


