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The Connecticut General Assembly meets each winter and
spring. In odd-numbered years, the legislature is in session
from January to June. During these longer sessions, members
formulate a budget for the state and propose legislation on any
and every topic that may be of import to the people in their dis-
tricts or to the State of Connecticut.

In even-numbered years, they meet from February to May,
for the purpose of making adjustments to the state’s budget.
During these shorter sessions, members are limited to introduc-
ing bills that impact the finances of the state. However, commit-
tees can raise bills dealing with any topic.

Legislative proposals affecting the Department of Agricul-
ture (DoAg) generally flow through the legislature’s Environment
Committee. This year, DoAg introduced bills covering a number
of issues of importance to the agency, and to agriculture broadly
in Connecticut.

In the 2014 Farm Bill, the U.S. Congress did away with the
longstanding Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP)
and created the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
(ACEP). Within ACEP, Congress created a successor program
to FRPP called the Agricultural Lands Easement (ALE) Pro-
gram. ltis through FRPP, and now ALE, that the State of Con-
necticut accesses millions of dollars in federal funds for conser-
vation projects on which DoAg partners with the United States
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) to implement.

In order to continue to access federal funds, a change is
required in Connecticut State Statute to recognize the elimina-
tion of FRPP and the creation of ALE. That is what Senate Bill
102, An Act Concerning Minor Revisions to Environmental
Protection and Agriculture-Related Statutes, seeks to do.
The bill also allows for any successive programs to ALE to be

adopted by reference, which would negate the need for future
changes to that statute to access federal funding.

DoAg also introduced Senate Bill 106, An Act Concerning
the Sale of “Connecticut Grown” Products. In recent years,
the legislature has required farmers who are selling products at
certified farmers’ markets and representing their products as
Connecticut Grown list the name and address of the farm where
the product was grown.

The intention behind this law had been to ensure that Con-
necticut producers who bring in product from out of state do not
label such product as Connecticut Grown, thereby protecting
consumers, ensuring truth in advertising, and leveling the play-
ing field for Connecticut producers. Senate Bill 106 extends
that same requirement to anyone selling to school districts. It
should be reasonable to expect that if someone claims a prod-
uct is produced in Connecticut, and they are seeking to sell that
product to a school district that intends to support locally grown
product, the seller should be able to identify the farm name and
address where the product was produced.

In Connecticut, DoAg serves as the enforcement agent for
the Food and Drug Administration’s National Shellfish Sanitation
Program’s Model Ordinance (NSSP MO). To be allowed to ship
oysters out of state, the state needs to comply with the NSSP
MO, including having established relay monitoring protocols. In
2017, DoAg implemented vessel monitoring systems technolo-
gy, very similar to GPS units. These units allow DoAg to ensure
compliance with the NSSP MO without the excessive cost of
adding substantially more staff, and also allows for DoAg to
continue supporting the growing shellfish industry in Connecti-
cut.

There are several proposed bills that may inhibit compli-
ance with DoAg’s work to meet the requirements of the NSSP
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NORTHEAST EGGS/USDA
Per doz. Grade A and Grade A white
in cartons to retailers (volume buyers)

XTRA LARGE 1.93
LARGE 1.91
MEDIUM 1.14

2.07
2.05
1.27

NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS

Per doz. Grade A brown in
carton delivered store door. (Range)

XTRA LARGE 2.27
LARGE 2.26
MEDIUM 1.45
SMALL 71

2.39
2.35
1.64

.84

LANCASTER, PA LIVESTOCK

Avg. Dressing. Per cwt. Unless noted
Low
SLAUGHTER COWS Avg. Dressing

breakers 75-80% lean 64.00

boners 80-85% lean 63.00

lean 88-90% lean 52.00
SLAUGHTER STEERS

Hi Ch/Prime 3-4 125.00

Choice 2-3 123.00

Select 1-2 115.00
SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS

Hi Ch/Prime 3-4 84.00

Choice 2-3 85.00

Select 1-2 77.50
SLAUGHTER HEIFERS

Hi Ch/Prime 3-4 124.00

Choice 2-3 120.00

Select 1-2 116.00
CALVES - Graded bull

No 1 100-130 lbs 115.00

No 1 92 Ibs 105.00

SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn
Markets: Choice and Prime 2-3

HIGH

69.50
68.50
59.50

128.00
126.00
123.00

93.00
88.00
84.00

125.00
123.00
119.00

120.00
105.00

285.00
225.00
190.00

140.00
125.00
115.00
105.00

195.00
240.00

215.00
245.00

295.00
395.00

6.99
249
4.99
4.49
3.99
4.29
6.99
4.99
7.99
10.99
9.99
9.99
6.99
7.99
4.99

90-110 lbs 252.00
130-150 Ibs 190.00
150-200 Ibs 170.00
SLAUGHTER EWES: Good 2-3
80-120 Ibs 125.00
120-160 Ibs 90.00
160-200 Ibs 80.00
200-300 Ibs 80.00
SLAUGHTER KIDS: Sel 1
40-60 Ibs 165.00
80-100 Ibs 210.00
SLAUGHTER NANNIES/DOES: Sel 1
80-130 Ibs 190.00
130-180 Ibs 225.00
SLAUGHTER BUCKS/BILLIES: Sel 1
100-150 Ibs 250.00
150-250 Ibs 370.00
USDA NATIONAL RETAIL BEEF
Per pound.
GRND BEEF 90% plus 5.99
GROUND BEEF 70-79% 1.93
GROUND CHUCK 2.88
GROUND SIRLOIN 4.49
LONDON BROIL 2.99
ROAST, CHUCK 2.99
ROAST, BNLS RIBEYE 6.99
STEAK, CHUCK 3.99
STEAK, FLAT IRON 7.99
STEAK, NY STRIP 5.99
STEAK, BNLS RIBEYE 6.99
STEAK, B/IN RIBEYE 8.99
STEAK, BNLS SIRLOIN 4.99
STEAK, SKIRT 7.99
STEW MEAT 3.95
TENDERLOIN 6.49

13.99

WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Boston Terminal and Wholesale Grower Prices
CONNECTICUT AND NEW ENGLAND GROWN

LOwW
ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5 LBS 14.00
ALFALFA SPROUTS, 12-4 0OZ 16.00

APPLE,CORTLAND, XFCY, 72 28.00

APPLE,CORTLAND,XFCY, 80  28.00
APPLE,CORTLAND,XFCY, 88  30.00
APPL,CRTLAND,FCY,12-3LB 22.00
APPLE, FUJI, US FANCY, 56 24.00
APPLE, FUJI, US FANCY,125  20.00
APPLE, GALA, US FANCY, 88 24.00

APPLE, GALA, US FANCY, 100 24.00
APPLE, GALA, #1, 12-3LB, 2-1/2" 24.00
APPLE, GOLD DEL, FCY, 64 24.00
APPLE, GOLD DEL, FCY, 72 24.00
APPLE, GOLD DEL, FCY, 80 24.00
APPLE, GOLD DEL, FCY, 88 24.00

APPLE, GOLD DEL, #1, 12-3LB  20.00
APPLE,HNYCRSP,XFY,TRAY10056.00
APPLE,MAC, XFCY,TRYPK 72 30.00

APPLE,MAC,XFCY, TRYPK 80  30.00
APPLE,MAC XFCY, TRYPK 88  26.00
APPLE,MAC,XFCY,TRYPK 100 24.00
APPLE,MAC,USFCY,TRYPK 80 21.00
APPLE,MAC,USFCY,TRYPK 88 21.00
APPLE, RED DEL, FCY, 64 24.00
APPLE, RED DEL, FCY, 72 24.00
APPLE, RED DEL, FCY, 80 24.00
APPLE, RED DEL, FCY 125 20.00
APPLE, RED DEL, #1, 12-3LB  20.00
BEAN SPROUTS, 10 LBS 6.00
BEAN SPROUTS, 12-12 OZ 12.00
BEET,CHIOGGA,25 LB,M-L,LSE 14.00
CIDER, 4- 1 GALLON 22.00
CIDER, 9-1/2 GALLON 26.00

POTATO,RNDRED.,#1,SZA,50LB 12.00
POTATO,RNDRED,#1,SZB,50LB 13.00
PTATO,RDWHT,NONSZA,10-5LB 14.00

BOSTON MARKET ORGANIC
Price Range. Per unit.
APPLE, FUJI, WAXFANCY, 100 49.00
APPLE, GALA,WAXFANCY,100 45.00
APPLE, BRAEBURN,WAXFY,80 38.00

APPLE, RED DEL,WAXFCY, 80 34.00
ASPARAGUS, 11 LBS, BNCHD 35.00
CABBAGE, GREEN, 45 LBS 28.00
CARROTS, CA, 24-2 LB, M-L 29.00
CUKES, 1/2 BU, 12 18.00
KALE, 12 BUNCHES 27.00

LETTC,RMAINE,CA/AZ,12-180Z 24.00

MESCLIN MIX, CA, 3 LBS 8.00
MUSHROOMS, PA, 12— 8 OZ 17.00
SPINACH, BABY, CA, 4 LBS 16.00
SQUASH, ACORN, M, 1-1/9 30.00

SQUASH, BUTTERCUP, M, 1-1/9 30.00
SQUASH, BUTTERNUT, M, 1-1/9 30.00
SQUASH, DELICATA, M, 1-1/9  32.00

SQUASH, SPAGHETTI, M, 1-1/9 31.00
STRAWBERRIES, CA, 8-1LB  24.00
SWEET POTATO, 40 LBS 32.00

SWEET POTATO, 12-3LB MESH 30.00

USDA CUTFLOWERS
February 3, 2018. Price per unit.
CARNATIONS, PER STEM, CB .28
MUSCARI,NL, 10/BN, LONG 4.50
PEONIES, SEMI DBL, NZ, 5/BN  13.50
TULIPS, FRNCH, CA,10/BN, LNG 15.00
TULIPS, STD, CD, 10/BN, LNG 6.00
TULIPS,PARROT,NL,10/BN, LNG 9.00

HIGH
15.00
18.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
22.00
24.00
20.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
20.00
58.00
31.00
31.00
31.00
26.00
21.00
21.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
21.00
20.00
7.00
15.00
14.00
22.00
26.00
13.00
14.00
15.00

49.00
45.00
38.00
34.00
35.00
28.00
30.00
18.00
27.00
24.00

9.00
17.00
16 .00
30.00
30.00
30.00
32.00
31.00
24.00
40.00
32.00

.34
5.00
14.00
15.00
6.00
10.00

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Middlefield, CT - March 26, 2018

Bob Calves: LoOw HIGH
45-60 Ibs. 17.50 25.00
61-75 lbs. 60.00 62.50
76-90 lbs. 65.00 70.00
91-105 Ibs. 75.00 80.00
106 Ibs. & up 82.50 87.50
Farm Calves 90.00 95.00
Starter Calves 22.00 26.00
Veal Calves 115.00 137.50
Feeder Heifers 110.00 140.00
Beef Heifers 66.00 78.00
Feeder Steers 110.00 147.50
Beef Steers 85.00 87.50
Feeder Bulls 115.00 130.00
Beef Bulls 78.00 80.00
Replacement Cows n/a n/a

Replacement Heifers n/a n/a

Boars n/a n/a

Sows 31.00 32.00
Butcher Hogs n/a n/a

Feeder Pigs each n/a n/a

Sheep each 175.00 250.00
Lambs each 90.00 240.00
Goats each 100.00 270.00
Kid Goats each 55.00 160.00
Canners 55.00 63.00
Cutters 64.00 68.00
Utility Grade Cows 69.00 74.50
Rabbits each 10.00 30.00
Chickens each 7.00 23.00
Ducks each 25.00 35.00

NEW HOLLAND, PA. HOG AUCTION

Per cwt.
52-56  200-300 Ibs 58.00 61.00
300-350 Ibs 54.00 62.00
350-400 Ibs 58.00 60.00
48-52  200-300 lbs 51.00 57.00
300-350 Ibs 48.00 56.00
350-400 Ibs 48.00 49.00
Sows, US 1-3
300-500 Ibs 39.00 48.00
500-900 Ibs 42.00 47.00
Boars  375-500 Ibs 5.00 5.00
DAIRY REPLACEMENT COWS

N. Holland, PA, March 7. By the head.
FRESH COWS:
APPROVED 1100.00 1450.00
MEDIUM 700.00 1050.00
SPRINGING HEIFERS (7-9 MONTHS):
APPROVED 825.00 1175.00

MEDIUM 625.00 825.00
BRED HEIFERS (4-6 MONTHS)
APPROVED 700.00 975.00

WHOLESALE ORGANIC CERTIFIED
ORGANIC POULTRY AND EGGS

Price per carton for eggs. Price per Ib for chicken.

EGGS, BROWN SHELL

XLARGE, DOZEN 2.61 3.60
XLARGE, 1/2 DOZEN  1.80 1.95
EGGS, BROWN SHELL
LARGE, DOZEN 2.30 3.50
1/2 DOZEN 1.71 1.90
YOUNG CHICKEN
WHOLE FRYER 1.70 3.32
BNLS BREAST 5.69 10.58
B/IN BREAST 3.60 6.16
WHOLE LEGS 1.88 4.76
THIGHS 1.95 3.92
WHOLE WINGS n/a n/a
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MO, thereby jeopardizing compliance with federal regulations
necessary to ship oysters out of state. Senate Bill 344, An Act
Concerning Regulations for Electronic Surveillance Devic-
es Required by the Department of Agriculture would place
an unfunded mandate on DoAg, and require the formulation of
duplicative contract language already established in existing
license agreements.

Likewise, House Bill 5359, An Act Concerning Shellfish
Leases, also puts a redundant burden on DoAg. This bill
does contain language that would allow for the creation of an
aquaculture education program in New Haven, which DoAg
supports. However, most of the language included in Senate
Bill 344 and House Bill 5359 are already allowable under state
law, and the bills serve as solutions in search of problems.
DoAg is working to limit the potential impact of these bills to the
industry by continuing to have meaningful conversations that
will make these bills better.

There has been much discussion in recent years concern-
ing conflicting interests between providing farmers access to
the best farmland soils, the state, and renewable energy pro-
jects. Just two weeks ago, the Energy and Technology Com-
mittee heard House Bill 5349, An Act Requiring the Study of
Permitting of Farm-Based Anaerobic Digesters. The bill
seeks to find ways to streamline the necessary permitting pro-
cesses required to install these renewable energy generators.
This concept would represent a positive step towards on-farm
renewable energy that operates in a way that is beneficial to
working farms.

Also this session, the debate about siting of solar develop-
ments on prime farmland continues to be a focal point. At a
recent Working Lands Alliance meeting, Governor Malloy ex-
pressed an appreciation for the positions on both sides of the
issue and reiterated his support for a balanced solution be-
tween the two interests.

The legislature’s Environment Committee passed Senate
Bill 350, An Act Requiring the Posting of a Decommission-
ing Bond for Certain Solar Projects. The bill is intended to
provide some surety to property owners who lease farmland to
solar developers, requiring that resources are available to re-
store the land to its prior condition when/if the solar projects are
ever decommissioned.

In 2017, the legislature passed Public Act 17-218, which
gave DoAg the opportunity to weigh in on applications to the
Connecticut Siting Council for solar developments with a ca-
pacity of two or more megawatts that have a material impact on
prime farmland. Public Act 17-218 also gave the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection the opportunity to weigh
in on solar projects that have a material impact on core forest.

There is considerable pushback from industry stakeholders
to change the word “material” to “permanent,” thereby essen-
tially eliminating the opportunity for the two departments to
weigh in on projects that could consume prime farmland and
core forests. This appears contrary to the balance that Gover-
nor Malloy is seeking, and DoAg will continue to work to meet
his expectations for the protection of prime farmland soils and
providing farmers with access to those soils.

The Community Investment Act (CIA) has been a tool dedi-
cated to the preservation of open space, historic preservation,

(Continued on Page 4)

ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE
1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first
independent NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency.
Christmas tree growers, beekeepers, sheep breeders, organ-
ic farmers and all others, call us for all your insurance needs.
800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we
do it all. Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or
www.bludon.com

3-R. Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer
control, gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’'s Power Fence 860-491
-2290.

4-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats,
egg cases, 30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227.

5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, en-
dorsed by the CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm
insurance and get better protection. References available
from satisfied farmers. Call Marci today at 203-444-6553.

10-R Greenhouse furnaces, 300,000-400,000 BTU'’s.
Price range from $1,500 to $3,000. Call Alex 203-223-4853.

16-R. Farm stand for rent May and June. 30x30 building
with attached greenhouse. Established customer base for
annuals, bedding plants and perennials. Contact Alex Arisco
@ 203-271-0549.

21-R. Round hay bales — 52” X 48” — Triple plastic
wrapped, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, dry, haylage, grass, alfalfa. $40.00
and up. 860-884-2889.

26 —R. Diesel trucks: F350 F450 1989 7.3 4X4 dump,
Army trucks. D-8 Cat, Dynahoe 200. 203-598-0807.

27-R. For Sale: 35 x 100 gabled greenhouse — included
tables for hydroponics, fans, lights. For more information, call
Marshall at 860.810.4440.

WANTED
7-R. Livestock wanted: Dairy cattle, heifers of any age,
beef cows, bulls, steers, feeder cattle, veal, groups of sheep
and goats. RyanM01@comcast.net or 860-655-0958. If no
answer, leave message. All calls returned.

MISCELLANEOUS
6-R. Farm/Land specializing in land, farms, and all types
of Real Estate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricul-
tural experience and 40 years of finance. Representing both
Buyers and Sellers. Call Clint Charter of Wallace-Tetreault
Realty (860) 644-5667.
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affordable housing, dairy sustainability, and programming within
DoAg. In part because of the dedicated nature of these funds,
there are legislative proposals still under consideration that
would have an impact on the CIA. Senate Bill 338, An Act Con-
cerning the Use of Community Investment Account Funds
for Combatting Invasive Species, seeks to redirect some
open space funding under the existing CIA to lake authorities
and associations with public access to combat invasive species.

In the budget adopted by the legislature late last year, $5
million was swept from the CIA and deposited into the General
Fund. Recognizing the critical role that CIA funding has on pro-
grams within DoAg, legislators have introduced bills to cancel
the sweep. House Bill 5164, An Act Concerning Funding for the
Community Investment Account, would be particularly ben-
eficial to DoAg because of the programs funded by CIA. Much
of DoAg'’s farmland preservation work, including staffing, is paid
for through this fund.

Also of critical importance is the Agriculture Sustainability
Program, which provides assistance to dairy farmers during
times of economic distress. Currently, the price per hundred-
weight (Cwt) is dangerously low, at a time and in a region where
the cost to produce milk is extremely high. With milk prices in
the $17 Cwt range and cost of production at or above $30 Cwt,
the Agricultural Sustainability Program is critically needed.

Last year, DoAg was proud to champion a bill that created a
designation for Connecticut Craft Beer, as well as a permitting
process for farm breweries. The goal was to provide for ex-
panded sales of craft beer made with Connecticut ingredients.
This year, there are legislative proposals sponsored by individu-
al legislators that would allow for expansion of sales opportuni-
ties for farm wineries as well. In last year’s bill, farm breweries
received the ability to sell wine.

Now, farm wineries are asking for the ability to sell beer.
The idea creates a natural synergy between farm breweries and
farm wineries, all with the goal of expanding market access for
Connecticut Grown products. Six different wineries submitted
testimony on Senate Bill 307, An Act Concemning Alcoholic Lig-
uor, encouraging members to consider their argument for
market expansion in the final bill before the committee.

Legalization of marijuana (in some form) and the cultivation
of industrial hemp are also topics that have received some at-
tention this session. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, state depart-
ments of agriculture or land grant universities were empowered

to create pilot programs pertaining to industrial hemp. Accord-
ing to federal law, cannabis remains a controlled substance,
and the federal government makes no distinction between mari-
juana and hemp—it is all cannabis as far as federal law is con-
cerned. DoAg is supportive of a pilot program for industrial
hemp, but currently lacks the resources required to stand up
such a program.

One step necessary to move forward is the required formu-
lation of regulations pertaining to hemp, a step that Senate Bill
487, An Act Concerning the Legalization, Taxation and Reg-
ulation of the Retail Sale and Recreational Use of Marijuana
and Concerning the Production and Regulation of Hemp,
seeks to take. This bill, still under consideration in the Judiciary
Committee, would acknowledge that hemp would be considered
an agricultural product, establishes very specific conditions as
to where and how hemp could be cultivated, and segregates the
cultivation of industrial hemp and palliative or recreational mari-
juana. DoAg does not have a position on legalization of mariju-
ana, but does believe that hemp should be considered an agri-
cultural product.

The short legislative session of odd-numbered years brings
with it ample amounts of work, but in less time than the longer
session. Included above are only a handful of bills and issues
that have been discussed in the General Assembly so far. In
the next 50 days or so, many of these and other issues will be
discussed, debated, defeated, and may even come back again
before the session adjourns. One sure thing is that there will be
robust discussion about issues of importance to agriculture,
Connecticut farm families, and our great state.
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