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Except for the following, all income and asset rules and all the technical, procedural and categorical eligibility requirements that apply to the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance program also apply to the State-Funded Supplemental Nutrition Assistance program.  




A.
Residency in the State




1.
There is no durational residency requirement for non-citizens who entered the United States prior to April 1, 1998.





2.
Non-citizens who enter the United States on or after April 1, 1998 must be residents of the state for a total of six months before they qualify for benefits.




B.
Non-Citizenship Status



In order to receive benefits from the State-Funded Supplemental Nutrition Assistance program, a non-citizen must be:





1.
lawfully admitted as a permanent resident to the United States within the past five years; and 

2. a non-citizen not eligible to receive federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance benefits for any of the following reasons:






a.
the individual entered the United States on or before August 22, 1996 who was not sixty five years old on that date; or






b.
the individual entered the United States on or before August 22, 1996 and is now over age 18; or






c.
the individual has not worked for the minimum of 40 qualifying quarters; or 






d.
the individual's spouse, including a deceased spouse, has not worked for a minimum of 40 qualifying quarters; or










e.
the individual's parents did not work for a minimum of 40 qualifying quarters while he or she was under eighteen years old; or 






f.
the individual together with his or her spouse or parent as described in e. and f. above has not worked for a minimum of 40 qualifying quarters; or
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B.
Non-Citizenship Status (continued)






g.
the individual is not a veteran or the spouse of a veteran or an unmarried widow or dependent child of a veteran who was honorably discharged; or






h.
the individual is not on active duty in the United States Armed Forces or is not the spouse, unmarried surviving spouse or unmarried dependent child of an individual who is on active duty; or






i.
the individual was admitted as a refugee under Section 207 of the Immigrations and Naturalization Act when more than seven years have passed since his or her date of entry into the United States; or






j.
the individual was granted asylum under Section 208 of the Immigration and Naturalization Act more than seven years ago; or






k.
the individual had his or her deportation withheld more than seven years ago; or






l.
the individual was granted status as a Cuban or Haitian entrant more than seven years ago; or

m. the individual was admitted as an Amerasian immigrant and more than seven years have passed since his or her date of entry into the United States; or






n.
the individual is not otherwise eligible for federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance benefits due solely to his or her citizenship status including but not limited to:  







(1)
the battered spouse or child of an individual described in h. or i. above; or 







(2)
a parolee admitted to the United States at the discretion of the United States Attorney General; or
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B.
Non-Citizenship Status (continued)







(3)
the individual has lived in the United States and has performed seasonal agricultural work for a required period of time who was granted temporary or permanent resident status as a Special Agricultural Worker (SAW); or












(4)
the individual entered the United States as a Replenishment Agricultural Worker (RAW), beginning in fiscal year 1990, and whose status is adjusted by the INS to that of lawful temporary or permanent resident; or







(5)
the individual is not aged or disabled and has resided unlawfully in the United States since prior to January 1, 1982, whose status has been adjusted by INS to that of lawful temporary or permanent resident.




C.
Special Limits to Program Eligibility




1.
An individual is no longer eligible for the State-Funded program when:






a.
the individual becomes a naturalized citizen; or






b.
the individual, or his or her spouse or parents have worked a total of forty qualifying quarters (Cross-Reference 3005.06); or






c.
the individual, including a Lawful Permanent Resident, who has resided in the United States five or more years, is eligible for federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance benefits.





2.
State-Funded Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Benefits are discontinued in the month immediately prior to the month the individual becomes eligible for federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Benefits.



D.
Deeming from Sponsors of Non-Citizens





Sponsored non-citizens who meet the criteria for an exception to deeming due to





indigence, as set forth in section 4025.45 and section 5020.60 shall be granted the





indigence exception by the Department.  The Department shall not report the non-




citizen or the sponsor to the United States Attorney General.
