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Adult Family Living Homes



Adult family living homes are adult foster care homes, approved by the Department, for elderly, blind or disabled individuals who without the services provided would require institutionalization.  Adult family living homes provide lodging, meals, assistance with activities of daily living and other activities including, but not limited to, shopping, laundry, housekeeping and transportation.



Calendar Year



A period of twelve consecutive months beginning with January 1 and ending December 31.




Catastrophic Event



A catastrophic event is a natural or other disaster over which the individual or family has no control, and which renders the individual's or family's residence uninhabitable, as determined by local or state officials or by the Department.




Commercial Housing



Commercial housing is any residential building, other than an apartment building, which contains at least three rental units.

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) Sanctioned Supervised Apartment



A Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) sanctioned supervised apartment is a DMHAS approved residence where a private mental health agency provides on-site services.




Emergency Housing



Emergency Housing is housing which serves as a temporary shelter until permanent housing is secured, including, but not limited to, commercial lodging, shelters for the homeless and shelters for victims of domestic violence.  Emergency housing shall not include temporary residence with a friend or a relative.




Essential



Essential means necessary to the health and well-being of individuals or to the attainment of self-sufficiency as determined by the Department.
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Fuel



Fuel is electricity, natural gas, petroleum, petroleum products, coal and coal products or wood.




Independent Community Living



Independent community living is any type of living arrangement which is not a licensed room and board facility or medical or penal institution.




Licensed Boarding Facility



A licensed boarding facility is a community group home, training home, family care home, private boarding home or other residential facility licensed by the State Department of Mental Retardation, Department of Children and Youth Services, Department of Mental Health, Department of Health or other state agency, which at a minimum provides lodging and meals to various groups of elderly, blind or disabled individuals.




Meals on wheels



Meals on wheels is a community sponsored program designed to provide nutritious and well-balanced meals to individuals living in the community.




Needs



Needs are essential items recognized by the Department to be required for the daily living, health and well-being of individuals for which the Department has determined a specific monetary value.




Needs Budget



The needs budget is the itemized summary of basic and special need standards of the State Supplement Programs.





Needs Group



Needs group is the group of persons comprising the assistance unit and certain other persons whose basic needs are added to the total needs of the assistance unit members when determining the income eligibility of the assistance unit.
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New Horizons





New Horizons is a nonprofit, nonsectarian corporation which provides independent community living arrangements and related services to severely physically disabled adults.  Basic housing is provided in the form of independent apartment units with separate metering of heating fuel and utility costs, and is designed to accommodate family groups.




Occurrence of Emergency Housing



An occurrence of emergency housing is entry into emergency housing.  




Permanent Housing



Permanent housing is housing which is intended to be a residence for the foreseeable future.




Primary Heat Source



A primary heat source is the type of fuel which supplies the main method of heating a residence.




Private Fuel Supplier



A private fuel supplier is a privately operated business or corporation engaged in the retail sale and delivery of fuel.




Public Housing



Public Housing is an apartment building or complex which is not privately developed, where the apartment unit rather than the tenant is subsidized by a state, federal, or municipal housing program.




Public Service Company



A public service company is a public utility company which is not a private fuel supplier or municipal corporation, and is enjoined by state law from refusing to provide utility service to a residential customer based on the inability of the customer to pay a security deposit.
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Rated Housing Facility



A rated housing facility is a licensed boarding facility, New Horizons or other living arrangement for which the Department has regulatory authority to establish rate standards for the housing cost charged to assistance units that are residents of the housing unit.




Section 8 Subsidy



A Section 8 Subsidy is a federally assisted housing program established by the US Housing Act of 1937, which subsidizes the rent payments of individuals, or the operating costs of apartment buildings or complexes.




Special Needs




Special needs are needs other than basic needs which are recognized by the Department as essential to the health and well-being of a particular assistance unit.  Special needs may be recurrent or nonrecurrent.




Standard of Assistance



A standard of assistance is a rate established by the Department for a particular item of need or consolidated group of need items.




Standard of Need




The standard of need is a monthly dollar amount deemed necessary to meet basic needs which are recognized by the Department as predictable, recurrent, and common to all individuals within a particular assistance program category.  




Thrifty Food Plan



The Thrifty Food Plan is the table of maximum coupon benefits of the Food Stamp program.  It represents the minimum expenditure for food that is required to meet the basic monthly nutritional needs of assistance units of equal size.

