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Case Background
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Regulatory Background
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Characteristics of Mercury
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Tanning Salon: Case Synopsis
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Tanning Salon: Case Synopsis



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Tanning Salon: Resolution
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Other Lamps Disposal Cases
• Specialty textile manufacturer

• Several hundred lamps disposed in on-site trash compactor
• “Green-tip”
• Decontamination & assurance by wipe-sampling
• CO: $19,150 penalty,  lamp management plan, mercury investigation

• Laboratory
• Decontamination & assurance by air monitoring
• CO: $14,700 penalty, lamp management plan, mercury investigation

• Outpatient surgery center
• Couple hundred lamps disposed in on-site trash dumpster, property 

management firm
• CO: $6,600 penalty, lamp management plan, mercury investigation
• “Background” mercury levels
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Other Lamps Disposal Cases

• Trade school
• Couple hundred lamps disposed in on-site, shared dumpster
• Several in-state campus locations
• CO: $4,550 penalty, lamp management plan (all campuses), mercury

investigation & cleanup, SEP

• Energy auditor
• Outdoor storage of boxed lamps awaiting pick-up for disposal
• Spill response
• CO: $20,630 penalty, lamp management plan (new location)
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Other Lamps Disposal Cases
• Lamp manufacturer

• Pre-dates Universal Waste Regulations and state specific regulation
regarding mercury-containing lamps

• Potentially several thousand pounds of off-spec lamps disposed in 
on-site trash dumpster over years

• Dedicated dumpster, to be taken out of service at end of active life
• CO: $75,000 penalty, Mercury investigation & remediation
• Repeat violations in 2007

• Lamp manufacturer
• Same timeframe, similar findings – multiple sites
• Spill response – elemental mercury visible
• Widespread mercury contamination requiring remediation, 

multi-media
• Permanent injunction, penalty, cost recovery > $1M 
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Final thoughts…

• Knowledge of non-compliance via complaints
• Compliance sectors: Businesses with multiple locations & 

heavy lighting needs
• “Green-tip” bulb education
• Wipe samples v. air monitoring
• Mercury “background” levels
• Potential presence of lead and barium?
• Encourage education through generator training forums, 

website publications, SEPs, … other?
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Questions?

Michelle Gore, Sanitary Engineer 3
Bureau of Materials Management & Compliance Assurance
Waste Engineering & Enforcement Division
michelle.gore@ct.gov
(860) 424 - 4160
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