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As boat operator, your fun on the water depends on your 
behavior. It is your responsibility to have the safety 
equipment required by law, to keep it on board in 

good condition, and know how to properly use it. YOU ARE IN 
COMMAND!

Connecticut Life Jacket and Personal Flotation 
Device (PFD) Laws

More than 90% of the drowning related boating fatalities 
may have been avoided by wearing a life jacket.

• There must be a wearable life jacket on board for each 
person aboard every vessel.

• Each life jacket must be readily accessible.
• Each life jacket must fit the intended wearer.
• If the vessel is required to have a Type IV “throwable” PFD 

(see page 32), it must be immediately available.

Life jackets must:
• Be U.S. Coast Guard approved.
• Have a legible label.
• Be of the correct size and fit for the wearer. A life jacket 

should fit comfortably snug and never cover your face or ride up 
past your ears.

• Be in serviceable condition (all straps and buckles must 
be in good condition and able to perform their jobs; all seams 
and material must be intact).

• Be worn by children under 13 years old on any ves-
sel that is underway unless the child is below deck or 
in an enclosed cabin.

• Be worn by anyone operating or riding on a PWC.
• Be worn by anyone being pulled behind a boat (such as 

tubing or skiing).
• Be worn by anyone in a manually propelled vessel from 

October 1 through May 31 (must be Type I, II, II, V or V-hybrid). 

Remember:
• Ski belts are not legal life jackets.
• Inflatable life jackets may not be used by persons 

engaged in high-speed water sports (such as riding PWCs or 
water skiing) and may not be used by persons weighing under 
90 lbs. or under 16 years of age.

• Inflatable life jackets may be a Type III or V. Check the 
label to determine if it must be worn to count as a personal 
flotation device.

• All vessels 16 feet and over, except kayaks and canoes, 
must also carry a Type IV throwable device in addition to the 
required number of wearable life jackets.

• Navigation rules (part of Federal Law) require all vessels 
(including manually propelled vessels) to have audible signaling 
devices. (See table on page 32.)

• Every vessel of 12 meters (39.36 ft.) or less in length 
must have some means of making an efficient sound signal.

Fire Extinguishers
• Fires involving burning wood, fabrics and paper (Type A) can 

be put out with water.
• Most boat fires consist of burning flammable liquids such 
as oil or gasoline (Type B). Check the table at the beginning 
of this section to determine how many Type B-1 fire extin-
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guishers you must have on your boat. Electrical fires can be put 
out with a Type C extinguisher.
• Check frequently to be sure that fire extinguishers are proper-
ly mounted where they can be easily reached. Check pressure 
gauges for proper pressure. Shake dry chemical units to be sure 
the chemical has not solidified and become useless. Replace any 
questionable extinguishers.
Important Note: Late in 2017, The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission published an important recall notice; Kidde Recalls 
Fire Extinguishers with Plastic Handles Due to Failure to Discharge 
and Nozzle Detachment: One Death Reported (Recall number: 
18-022) All affected fire extinguishers should be replaced. For 
more information about this recall go to www.kidde.com and 
look under Support / Product Safety Notices.

Ventilation
Regulations require ventilation of all enclosed engine and fuel 

tank compartments on gasoline-powered boats. Intake ducting 
must extend midway to the bilge or at least below the carburetor 
air intake level. Exhaust ducting must extend from the lower bilge 
to cowls in the open air. 

Manufacturers install exhaust blowers in engine compartments 
so that gasoline fumes can be removed before the engines are 
started. If your boat is installed with an exhaust blower, it is recom-
mended that you turn it on for at least four minutes before starting 
the engine.

Visual Distress Signals (VDS)
Visual distress signals are used to summon assistance when 

in distress. Beware that the U.S. Coast Guard has recognized tech-
nological advances in VDS and has approved some electronic sig-
naling devices. These devices when used properly are acceptable 
substitutions for traditional pyrotechnical signaling devices (flares). 

As with any piece of safety equipment, there are advantages 
and disadvantages to different styles of VDS. Neither traditional nor 
modern VDS are perfect for every situation. Boaters must decide 
which VDS offer them the most benefits depending on the type and 
location of boating they do.  When choosing a VDS careful consid-
eration should be given to:

Reliability; 
Ease of disposability of expired VDS;
Intended waterbody;
Visibility in areas of dense background lights;
Dangers of burning a VDS;
Length of useful signaling run time;
Portability – whether the VDS can be carried safely and 
effectively by a person.  

In the State of Connecticut VDS are not required except when 
boating on Long Island Sound (LIS) and on Fishers Island Sound 
(FIS).

The following vessels only need to carry VDS on LIS and FIS 
between sunset and sunrise:

– Recreational vessels under 16 feet;
– Open sailboats less than 26 feet that are not equipped with 

propulsion machinery; and
– Manually propelled vessels.

All other vessels need to carry three daytime and three night-
time VDS (or the equivalent) at all times while on FIS and LIS.

• Visual distress signals must be U.S. Coast Guard approved, in 
serviceable condition and stowed to be readily accessible.

• U.S. Coast Guard approved pyrotechnic visual distress signals 
and associated devices include:

– Pyrotechnic red flares, hand-held or aerial.
– Pyrotechnic orange smoke, hand-held or floating (day use 
only).
– Launchers for aerial red meteors or parachute flares.

• If VDS are required there must be a minimum of three day-
time and three nighttime signals, or three combination day/night 
signals. Pyrotechnic devices will have an expiration date that must 
not have passed.

• Non-pyrotechnic visual distress signaling devices include:
– Orange distress flags.
– Electric distress signals.

• Other VDS, such as those listed below, are useful and easy 
to carry and are recognized as distress signals, but do not count 
toward the requirement to carry approved VDS on LIS and FIS.

– Signaling mirror.
– Water dye.
• No person, operator or owner in a vessel shall display or 

allow the display of a visual distress signal except when assistance 
is needed because of immediate or potential danger to the vessel 
or to persons aboard.

Disposal of Expired Pyrotechnical
Visual Distress Signals (VDS) – (Marine Flares)
Because of their chemical make-up and flammable characteristics, 
the disposal of expired pyrotechnical VDS is strictly regulated by 
the US EPA and US DOT. The Boating Division is NO LONGER able 
to collect expired VDS but does arrange a limited number of dis-
posal opportunities each year. 
We encourage you to take advantage of our Flare Day Events, 
which allow you the opportunity to dispose of expired VDS and to 
learn the proper way to use VDS before you need them in an emer-
gency situation.  

NOTE: Exceeding noise levels is a serious problem. Marine 
Police will be targeting areas, especially on the Connecticut 
River, to check for compliance. Exceeding noise levels will 
result in a fine of $220. Failing to submit to an on-site noise 
level test will result in a fine of $435. Subsequent failures 
to submit will result in a fine of $535.
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For information about the disposal of VDS or Flare Day Events, see 
our website www.ct.gov/deep/boating, Facebook page – www.
facebook.com/boatinginconnecticut, Twitter - @CTBoatingInfo or 
contact the Education Section of the Boating Division 860-434-8638.

Mufflers (Noise Levels)
No one shall operate a motorboat on the waters of this state 

unless the boat is equipped with a muffler or muffler system allow-
ing it to be operated in compliance with state law. Noise levels 
range from 90dB(A) for older engines to 88dB(A) for engines made 
after January 1, 1993. Any marine police officer who believes a 
motorboat is being operated in excess of the established noise lev-
els may request the operator to submit the motorboat to an on-site 
noise level test.

No person shall sell a motorboat which does not operate in 
compliance with the established noise levels. Boaters should con-
tact the Boating Division if they are selling a vessel used only in 
marine races. No one shall operate a motorboat on the waters of 
this state that is equipped with a muffler or muffler system cutout, 
bypass or similar device that prevents the motorboat from operat-
ing in compliance with state noise levels and without authorization 
from the Commissioner.

Backfire Flame Arrestors
Internal combustion engines may backfire. To safeguard against 

fire, all inboard motorboats with carburetion must have a backfire 
flame arrestor system on each carburetor. Know where they are 
and keep them clean.

Trailering Your Boat
The DMV has laws relative to boat trailers. Each trailer having a 

gross weight of 3,000 pounds or more shall, when operated on any 
public highway, be equipped with a braking system operating on 
all wheels. For trailers having a gross weight of greater than 8,000 
pounds, the brakes shall be capable of being controlled or operated 
from the driver’s seat of the towing vehicle. Trailers must be regis-
tered at the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Courtesy
Boating at high speeds is dangerous in restricted or congested 

areas. Each skipper is responsible for spotting and avoiding swim-
mers and slow-moving vessels. This is also important when picking 
up or dropping off water skiers.

NOTE: Connecticut law limits the width of vehicles and trailers 
that travel on Connecticut’s highways and bridges to 8½ feet. 
Vehicles or loads wider than this require an oversize vehicle 
permit. Oversize vehicle permits are available through the 
Department of Transportation https://portal.ct.gov/dot/per-
mits/highways/osow%20-%20New
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Available for store pick up at 42 Great Neck Road, Waterford, CT 06385

Defender.com • 800-628-8225

Defender ®Defender

THE BRANDS YOU WANT AND TRUST IN STOCK  •  Knowledgeable In-House Sales Staff

EXCLUSIVE $30 REBATE

Orion Electronic SOS Beacon Locator Kit 
• Flashes Bright “SOS” distress signal in Morse Code
• Microprocessor provides even light source for an extended period of time
• Intuitive ON/OFF switch with low battery indicator
• Visible for 3 nautical miles
• High impact ABS plastic, International Orange
• SOLAS grade reflective tape for a full 360° sighting
• The rugged locator light floats and is completely waterproof
• Distress flag included
• Uses 2 each D-cell batteries (not included)

Item 552721 Model 547 Only $89.99

Defender Exclusive $30 Orion Rebate
To receive your Defender Exclusive $30 Orion Rebate, fill in the information below.

Mail this coupon with original register receipt showing the purchase of both the 575 AND the 547 to:
Orion Rebates, PO Box 1047, Easton, MD 21601

Name _____________________________ Email Address __________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________  State ____________ Zip ___________________

Offers Expire October 31, 2020. All rebates must be received by November 30, 2020. Allow 6-8 weeks for processing.
LIMIT 1 PER HOUSEHOLD. BOTH ITEMS MUST BE PURCHASED ON SAME RECIEPT. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER REBATE OFFER.

Follow Us

Your Discount                                             Source!

Orion Coastal Alert / Locate Signal Kit
• USCG Approved Day / Night Signals
• Includes a 12 Gauge Safety Launcher with Red Aerial Signals, Handheld Flares and a 
 Smoke Signal
• Packed in a Soft Neoprene Zippered Case
• Can be seen from as far as 27 nautical miles

Item 552486 Model 575 Only $109.99

DEP Guide 2020.indd   1 10/30/19   9:39 AM
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Equipment

C O N N E C T I C U T  A N D  U . S .  C O A S T  G U A R D  M I N I M U M  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Class A
Less than 16 feet (less than 4.9 m)

The device must be suitably attached to the air intake with a flametight connection and is 
required to be Coast Guard Approved or comply with SAEJ-1928 or UL1111 standards and marked 
accordingly.

At least two ventilator ducts, fitted with cowls or their equivalent, for the purpose of properly 
and effectively ventilating the bilges of every closed engine and fuel tank compartment of boats 
constructed or decked over after April 25, 1940, using gasoline as fuel.

One approved Type I, II, III 
or V PFD for each person 
on board or being towed on 
waterskis, etc. Check label if 
using Type V.

One approved Type I, II, III or V PFD for each person on board 
or being towed on waterskis, etc.; and, in addition, one 
throwable Type IV device. (Type IV not required for canoes and 
kayaks.) Check label if using Type V.

Must have some means of 
making an efficient sound 
signal.

Must carry visual distress signals approved for both daytime use and 
nighttime use.

Must carry approved visual 
distress signals for nighttime 
use when operating at night.

NOTE: When a fixed fire extinguishing system is installed in the machinery space(s), it will replace one B-1 type portable extinguisher.

At least two ventilator ducts for the purpose of efficiently ventilating every closed compartment 
that contains a gasoline engine and every closed compartment containing a gasoline tank, except 
those having permanently installed tanks which vent outside the boat and which contain no 
unprotected electrical devices. Also, engine compartments containing a gasoline engine having 
a cranking motor must be open to the atmosphere or contain power operated exhaust blowers 
which can be controlled from the instrument panel.

At least one B-1 type approved hand portable fire extin-
guisher. Not required on outboard motorboats less than 
26 feet (7.9 meters) in length and not carrying passen-
gers for hire if the construction of such motorboat will not 
permit the entrapment of explosive or flammable gases or 
vapors and if fuel tanks are not permanently installed.

Class 1
16 feet to less than 26 feet (4.9 to 

less than 7.9m) 

Fire 
Extinguishers

(Must say Coast Guard 
Approved)

Ventilation
Boats built on or after 

Aug. 1, 1980

Visual Distress 
Signals

Required on coastal
waters only

Sound-Producing  
Devices

– Whistle 
See page 32 

Personal 
Flotation
Devices

Ventilation
Boats built before

Aug. 1, 1980

Backfire Flame 
Arrestor

At least two B-1 type 
approved portable 
fire extinguishers; OR 
at least one B-II type 
approved portable fire 
extinguisher.

Class 2
26 to less than 40 feet 

(7.9 to 12.2m)

Class 3
40 to less than 65 feet (12.2 

to less than 19.8m)

At least three B-1 type 
approved portable fire 
extinguishers; OR at 
least one B-1 type 
plus one B-II type 
approved portable fire 
extinguisher. 

Must have some 
means of making 
an efficient sound 
signal.

Must have some 
means of making an 
efficient sound signal.

Must have a whistle 
audible for at least 
one-half mile, and 
a bell.

  


