MINUTES

FIRE PROTECTION SPRINKLER SYSTEMS WORK 

EXAMINING BOARD

SEPTEMBER 27, 2005
The meeting was called to order by David J. Waskowicz, Acting Chairman, at 9:35 A.M. 

in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.
Members Present:


David J. Waskowicz, Acting Chairman - Unlimited Journeyman

George DeVincke - Unlimited Journeyman

Robert W. Hollis, III - Contractor


Anthony D. Moscato - Fire Marshal

Ralph Carl Miller - Fire Marshal
Members Absent:


Kevin Wypychoski - Contractor

William Zisk, Sr. - Public Member

Lisa Vereneau - Public Member
Board Vacancies:
One Public Member

Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:
Nelson Leon, Board Secretary

Richard M. Hurlburt, Director


Anthony Santoro, Administrative Hearings Attorney
France Lee, Paralegal Specialist II

Public Present:


Bill Rhodes, AFSA






Lee Johnson, Esquire

Charles E. Hickey, Esquire, Crest Mechanical

Albert Swallow, Crest Mechanical

Michael R. Livingstone, Sprinkler Fitters 676
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  
For information contact Richard M. Hurlburt, Director at (860) 713-6135.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Board voted unanimously to approve minutes of the July 26, 2005 with amendments to page-1 

reflecting Board members William Zisk, Sr. and Lisa Vereneau absent at the July 26, 2005 meeting, page-4 reflecting the Board voting unanimously to refer Albert W. Swallow’s application to Trade Practices Division for investigation and Department of Labor for wage enforcement issues, page-5 
reflecting that the Board voted unanimously that Attorney Santoro contact the Chairman concerning Formal Administrative Hearing continuances, referencing that Attorney Santoro was to provide the 

Board with a list of all Docket Numbers for the September 2005 meeting items, the lack of information Mr. Hurlburt was to provide the Board concerning Kevin McEacharn allegedly taking the (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson four times within one year, and page-6 to reflect an FDO in the matter of Rainmaker Fire Systems Corp..
APPLICATIONS
Sergio Caracoglia, Middletown, CT – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied
The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Caracoglia’s application due to submittal of an 
incomplete application.
Kevin M. Roberts, Milford, CT – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Roberts’ application due to lack of a required 

(F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years.
Joao M. Benigno, Fall River, MA – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Benigno’s application. 
Ronny A. Brunelle, Bristol, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application - Approved
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Brunelle’s application. 

William Freno, Norristown, PA – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Freno’s application. 

Donald A. Dennis, Cotuit, MA – (F-3) Limited Contractor Application – Approved
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Dennis’ application, contingent upon verification 
of an (F-4) Limited Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years. 

Dave M. Violette, Plainville, CT – (F-4) Limited Journeyperson Application – Denied
The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Violette’s application due to lack required 

“Letter of Apprenticeship Completion” certificate reflecting completion of an approved bona fide 

Fire Protection Sprinkler Work apprenticeship training program. 

LATE ARRIVING APPLICATIONS

The Board voted unanimously to review the following late arriving applications.

Yuriy Rudshteyn, Staten Island, NY – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Rudshteyn’s application due to lack of required 

(F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years. 
Ronald L. Ellison, Wallingford, CT – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Approved
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Ellison’s application.

Alberto F. Rivera, Manchester, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Rivera’s application.

Albert W. Swallow, Coventry, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied

The Board denied Mr. Swallow’s application at their 5/24/05 and 7/26/05 meeting due to 

non-completion of an approved bona fide Fire Protection Sprinkler Work apprenticeship training program. Mr. Swallow has requested to appear before the Board at their 7/27/05 meeting to expand 

on his occupational and school related instructional experience and was a no-show. After further 

review of Mr. Swallow’s application at the 7/26/05 meeting, the Board voted unanimously to deny his application due to non-completion of an approved bona fide Fire Protection Sprinkler Work apprenticeship training program. The Board also voted unanimously to refer Mr. Swallow’s application to DCP Trade Practice Division for investigation as well as to the Department of Labor for wage enforcement issues. The Board further suggested that DCP have an inspector visit Crest Mechanical, who employs Mr. Swallow, concerning his employment with them and being unlicensed, as well as their hiring and apprentices registration practices.

At today’s meeting, the Board reviewed Mr. Swallow’s application and voted unanimously to deny his application due to non-completion of an approved bona fide Fire Protection Sprinkler Work apprenticeship training program, and further informed Mr. Swallow to re-submit his application with a 

“Letter of Apprenticeship Completion” certificate, reflecting completion of a bona fide Fire Protection Sprinkler Work apprenticeship training program for the Board to review for compliance purposes.
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Correspondence dated 8/1/05 from Associated Builders and Contractors Gould Construction Institute addressed to Richard M. Hurlburt referencing the Sprinkler Fitting Contren Learning Series course curriculum.

2. Local LAW 26/04 affidavit of acknowledgement of sprinkler requirements.

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS

In the Matter of Crest Mechanical Contractors & Engineers, Inc.

Docket No. 05-545

In the Matter of Paul Breglio






Docket No. 05-547
The Board voted unanimously to accept a Settlement Agreement consisting of a Cease and Desist Order to the prospective employers and all employees, a Civil Penalty in the amount of $50,000.00.
This amount includes payment on behalf of the following unlicensed and/or improperly supervised individuals: Michael Devanney (Docket No. 05-548), Bahrija Begovic (Docket No. 05-549 and 

05-1052), Jozel Bieluch (Docket No. 05-550), Anthony Perri (Docket No. 05-1048 and only while under the employ of Paul Breglio / Crest Mechanical Inc.), Andrew Provencher (Docket No. 1049), Justin Williams (Docket No. 05-1050), Peter Harvey (Docket No. 05-1051). The Respondent Crest Mechanical Contractors & Engineers, Inc. shall be placed on probation for a period of three (3) years effective September 27, 2005. As a condition of the  probation, the respondent must comply with the provisions of Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes and the Regulations promulgated thereunder, must submit to the Board by the 15th day of each month a copy of all job sites in the State of Connecticut where Respondent company performed the fire protection sprinkler system work during the previous month; and must submit to the Board by the 15th of each month a copy of his weekly payroll documents for the previous month regarding Fire Sprinkler Protection work.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Hurlburt reports on the matter concerning Kevin McEacharn and informed the Board that 

Mr. McEacharn took the (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson exam four times, of which two occurred during the calendar year of 2003 and two occurred during the calendar year of 2005.   
The Board voted unanimously that the Settlement Agreement accepted by the Board at their 
July 26, 2005 meeting concerning the matter of Crest Mechanical Contractors and Engineers, Inc. (Docket No. 05-545) and Paul Breglio (Docket No. 05-547), be mailed to each individual Board member once the agreement is signed by the Board Chairman.
NEW BUSINESS

Board member Ralph Carl Miller informed the Board on the passage of legislation requiring 

Fire Protection Sprinkler systems installed in all new educational facilities.
COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC PRESENT TODAY

The Board engaged in discussion with Mr. Livingwtone and Mr. Rhodes as to whether maintenance or testing of a Fire Protection Sprinkler system falls within the definition of Fire Protection licensing work. Mr. Rhodes identified Public Act 25 which is the standard for testing, inspection, and maintenance, clearly defines frequency charts as to when inspection, testing and maintenance are to take place, in addition to what has to be done in the event such testing fails. 
Chairman Waskowicz stated an example of a wet system, that if you open the inspector’s test manual, and you open a test cock on an alarm valve, or whatever pressure switch or flow switch, whatever you are testing, you are not rendering that system inoperative. But when you go in and you trip the dry valve, the dry valve has to be physically reset by shutting down the system and draining it down. That system is now in the impairment mode. Chairman Waskowicz opinion is that this particularly type of work is covered by the Fire Protection Sprinkler Work license category.

Mr. Waskowicz provided the Board a letter from Michael Skurat dated 3/20/90, addressed to 
Ms. Eva M. Jones, President of Standard Sprinkler Corp. in Gales Ferry, CT, acknowledging receipt of her letter dated 1/25/90, wherein she asked “If an inspection is conducted on a sprinkler system in accordance with National Fire Protection Association Pamphlet No. 13A, is the inspector required by the State of Connecticut to carry a fire protection (F) license?”
The response to Ms. Jones letter states as follows:

As you know, NFPA 13A is entitled “Recommended Practice for the Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of Sprinkler Systems.” Section 1-3 defines various terms including “inspection,” “maintenance,” qualified inspection services,” and “testing.”

“Inspection” is defined as simply “a visual examination of a sprinkler system or a portion thereof to verify that it appears to be in operating condition and is free from physical damage.”

“Qualified Inspection Service” is defined as “a service program provided by a fire protection contractor and / or owner’s representative in which all of the Chapter 7 provisions are included.”

It is obvious from your comments that the inspection to which you refer is that which is within the definition of “qualified inspection service.” Since this type of inspection includes testing of the various components of the system, it is imperative that such tests be performed only by licensed individuals qualified for such work.

The answer to your question, therefore, is “yes” 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:38 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon
Board Secretary

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 22, 2005, at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117.
Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board Minutes – May 25, 2004
PAGE  
1
Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board Minutes – September 27, 2005

