
A Cleaner World 
Starts With Us

How2Recycle ®



Over 60 
members
that represent over 500 
brands in the marketplace, 
and growing!
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Presentation Notes
It is currently a very exciting time for how2recycle We have over 55 member companies that combined represent over 500 brands and thousands of products in the marketplace. We look forward to many more in the near future! 



Recycling still has big problems 
that we’re trying to solve.

Most recyclables 
still end up in 

landfills

Recycling labels 
are not yet 

standardized

Recycling 
information is 

hard to 
understand



It’s a smarter label system.

RECYCLABILITY ICON
Indicates the recyclability of the 
packaging component

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
Tells consumer how to prepare 
component for recycling

HOW2RECYCLE WEBSITE
Provides information on the 
label & additional recycling 
informationPACKAGING COMPONENT

The specific part of the package 
referenced by the label

PACKAGING MATERIAL
Identifies the material type of 
packaging component

Example for frozen food package
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We pack so much information into a beautiful, simple label design. Here is an example of the type of label you might see on a frozen food package. The label identifies each packaging component, and is designed to be read in the order in which the consumer experiences the package. There are two other great things to note: first, special instructions tab, which communicates how to properly prepare the material for recycling. Second, the How2Recycle URL, and consumer testing showed that consumers appreciated the additional website resource. 



How2Recycle is designed with the consumer in mind.
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How2Recycle
IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE



84%
Of consumers learn from 

How2Recycle
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Over time, 
consumers tell us 
that How2Recycle 

has caused them to 
recycle more, and 

recycle more 
accurately.

↑52%

↑40%

↑63%

↑47%



Is How2Recycle changing consumer recycling behavior?

Yes 50%

No 50%

50%
Are changing their 
behavior because 
of How2Recycle



How are people changing their behavior?

Recycled 
plastic bag or 
film via Store 

Drop-off 
30%

Recycled more 
accurately

26%

Recycled more
22%

Understood more 
about recycling

9%

Replaced cap 7%

Will look for 
How2Recycle in the 

future 4%

Will change purchasing 
behavior 2%

Frustrated/ no action 1%

50%
changed 
their 
behavior



Why didn’t some people change their behavior?

I already knew 
how to recycle 
my package 

53%I don’t have 
access to recycle 

my package 
27%

I need more 
information

10%

I haven’t had time 
to change my 
behavior yet

3%

I don’t believe it’s actually 
getting recycled

3%

I don’t believe it makes a 
difference

2% Too much effort
2%

50%
did not 
change 
behavior



Why is 
How2Recycle 
Important?

67%
Of consumers assume packaging is NOT recyclable if 
they don’t see a recycling claim on package.

57%
Of consumers look to a product’s packaging first for 
recycling information before looking elsewhere.

Carton Council, 2016.
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Behind every 
How2Recycle label is a 
custom recyclability 
assessment.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How2Recycle looks at more than just national access to recycling. We conduct a customized recyclability assessment for each packaging for which we issue a label. We do this though a series of steps:



Availability 
(Access) to 
Recycling 
Studies

Technical 
Recyclability 
(Sortation & 

Reprocessing)

How do all 
the pieces 

fit 
together?

Consistency   – Simplicity   – Specificity   – Common Sense

FTC 
Green 
Guides

How we determine each How2Recycle label



How2Recycle helps
improve packaging 
design.





Sparks internal 
conversation 

about 
recyclability

Gives brands an easy 
way to talk about 
recyclability with 

suppliers

Broadens 
perspective on 
material and 

format choices
+ + =
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Provides avenues 
for packaging 

innovation



Consumers Packaging 
Design

Recycling 
Stream



how2recycle@greenblue.org

how2recycle.info

@How2Recycle /How2Recycle 

Get involved!
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